
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



43 



A. RT , v. — Translation from the original Arabic of a History or 
Journal of the Events which occw-red during Seven Expeditions 
in the land of Kanim, against the Tribes of Bulala, $c, by 
the Sultan of Burnii, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'Alt ; preceded 
by some details of the Sultan's ancestors. Translated by 
J. W. IIediiouse, Esq. Communicated by the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

[Partly read 20th April, 1861.] 

Preface. 

Praise belongs to God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. May 
God be propitious unto our Lord and Prophet, Muhaninicd tlio 
Klect, the Messenger whose doctrines arc followed, the Seal of tlio 
Prophets, the Chief of the Righteous ; also to his Family and to 
his Companions, the Pious, as well as to his immediate Followers 
in goodness ; even unto the day of Resurrection and Judgment. 

Praise belongs to God, tlio great and glorious One, whose 
majesty is uncoutaminated by the accidents of manner or place, or 
any other conceivable ; the Guide of those whom He directs by the 
study of His Rook, which comprises every kind of wisdom; Ilo 
who has promoted the people of Islam above all other nations by 
decisive texts and convincing testimony, such as will demand and 
gain attention so long as days and nights shall succeed each 
other. Ho appointed as an Awakencr, our Lord and Master 
Muhammed, the most perfect of Prophets anil Apostles (to Him 
and to them be the most worthy greetings and salutations); lie 
sent him unto all creation; for the signals of heathenism were 
displayed, idols and images wore.worshipped, iniquity and ignorance 
had filled the whole land even to the summits of the hills ; but this 
Apostle did not cease from his endeavour to convert, either by 
word of mouth, or by sword and spear, showing forth joyful 
tidings and terrible denunciations, inviting at the same time to the 
paths of salvation, until truth became separated from falsehood as 
the day-dawn from the darkness of night. Soon, however, there 
appeared some who were among the greatest of his friends, and 
became noted among the men of renown, as also others, hia 



44 HISTORY OF EVENTS DU1UNU EXPEDITIONS 

enemies, men bewildered in the valleys of error, obstinacy, and sin. 
This is no accusation, for it was so ordered by the Omniscient King 
who mica his dominion as He wills without let or hindrance, obstacle 
or weariness. May (ind be propitious, and may jwace bo upon 
him, and upon his family and companions peace and favour for ever 
and ever, without end. 

] laving thus fulfilled the obligations of a sacred custom, we 
proceed now to state that our desire in undertaking this work has 
been to describe the expedition to fCfiiiiiu, to which country our 
Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, the Vice-Gcrent of the 
Lord of heaven and earth in the country of Hurnii, the Pilgrim 
Idris, son of 'Alt, sou of Idris, son of 'Air, son of Ahmed, son of 
'Othmiin, son of Idris, son of Nikalih, son of Ibrahim, son of Ahmed, 
son of Sclcnia, son of Bikruh, sou of Mir, son of Dcinrna, son of 
Umbi, son of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of 1 In, son of Dika, son of Mulu, 
son of Wiyama, son of Ketur, son of Ersu, son of Fcni, son of 
Diika, son of Ibrahim, son of Seyf, son of Dhl-Yczn, of the 
children of Ilimlr, and of the tribe of Korcysh, travelled, llo 
conducted five different military expeditions into the country of 
Kanim, viz., three in the winter season, the fourth in the summer, 
and the fifth in the autumn. 

According to what we have heard from the lips of our fore- 
fathers, it would appear that when the progenitor of our Sultan, 
Ibrahim, son of Seyf, was buried, he, the said Seyf being then 
living in the country of Yemen (Arabia Felix) at San'a (Senna), he 
emigrated thence, and journeyed little by little until he arrived in 
the town of Sim, in the country of Kanim. He rested there from 
his journeying and dwelt there a long time, until he had children 
and grandchildren, living so late as the days of Pawiid, son of 
Nikalih. Hcfoio the days of this same Sultan Pawiid, there was 
no opponent to them on the face <>f the earth, and no litigant on 
any side, but every human being wits obedient to them and under 
their rule. And according to what has been related and told to us 
as reported by the elders who were acquainted with the facts, the 
extent of their kingdom on the eastern side readied unto the town 
of Duy and unto Nabil, one of the towns of the Klf; while on 
the western side it touched the sea, lake, or river, named Bcremtisa. 1 
Thus have we been informed by our departed forefathers, and what 

1 This name may lie Rcmflsa, Lite first letter being merely the Arabic prepo- 
sition, with an erroneous accent.' — J.W.H. 
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degree is greater than this? what chief lias ever reached their 
dignity! and what kingdom has ever equalled their realm? pro- 
digy of perfection and power! The author of the book on the 
affairs of Africa' has related that the family of llimir, son of 
Ghalib, arc really descendants of Unshiin without doubt or surmise; 
the said llashim being an ancestor of Luy, son of Ghalib. llimir 
and Luy were therefore brothers, as we have formerly narrated. 
Lily, son of Ghalib, was the ruler of llejiiz (Arabia Petrca), and llimir 
son of Ghalib was ruler of Yemen (Arabia Felix), lie was appointed 
governor of the country, and his brother Luy, son of Ghalib, made 
him a free gift of it. From the posterity of llimir proceeded the 
Amalekitcs, and from the posterity of Luy, 6on of Ghalib, all 
the noble and virtuous, and the Prince of Prophets. May the 
favour of God and peace lie upon him and upon every one of them ! 
This, however, is a very remote inquiry. Wo have also noticed in 
the book on the affairs of Africa 1 that llimir was ruler of the whole 
earth, and it was to him a goodly kingdom. He built between 
Cuf a and Irak a thousand cupolas, each formed of glass; in every 
one of these he placed a throne with eight columns of silver gilt 
with gold, and on each throne a concubine, daughter of a King. 
And llimir was the brother of Luy, son of Ghrdib, and he was the 
ancestor of the Kureysh. We have also noticed in the same book, 
that whenever the people of llashim or of Iliniir took any spoil in 
their military expeditions, they always used to share the same with 
each other, by the reason that the people of llimir were descendants 
of the sons of llashim. Thus says the book on the affairs of 
Africa. Furthermore, we have read in the book called Futfdiu-'sh- 
Sham (The victories of Syria), that one of the Kings of Arabia 
Felix, whose name was Seyf, son of Dhi-Yczn, was the individual 
who congratulated our Prophet Mohammed (may God be propitious 
unto him and grant him peace), when God Most High bestowed 
upon him the faculty of speaking with perfect wisdom. Let him, 
therefore, that is endowed with understanding learn from these 
passages extracted from the two books Afrikiyya and Fntohn-'sh- 
Slifun, and let him know the origin of our Sultan, the Pilgrim Idrls, 
son of 'Ali (may God glorify him), that ho is of the same race with 
the great men of renown, since his ancestors issued from the 
family of Kureysh, the like of which is not to be found among 
most people. It is true that what is learnt from report is not so 
certain as what is learnt by ocular demonstration. " Beyond 

' By "Africa" in generally meant the older kingdom of Tunis.- J. IV. It. 
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what is actually Boon, the boundary of our own proper knowledge 
extends not." Again, " The matter is as you know it." . 

Return we now to the history of Sultan IJawiid. When he 
succeeded to the throne, sedition, rebellion, and tyranny made their 
appearance in his days, by the predetermination and ordinance of 
God most High, as it had been foreknown of old to his prescience. 
By reason of this, certain men of the tribe of Bulala entered the 
country of Kiiiiiru, men belonging to the families of Fitri and 
Modonia, who settled there without being brought into subjection 
until the reign of the pious, devout, just, and valiant Sultan, the 
Commander of the faithful, Idris, son of 'Ali, son or Ahmed (may 
God bless his posterity tin I it the day when the trump shall sound). 
When God had put him in possession of the reins of the kingdom 
in the town of IJiirnu, he gathered together his armies of red men 1 
and black in great numbers, lie then journeyed into the land of 
Kauim, and lived in a country named Karnl-Kiyiila. War then 
ensued between him and the Sultan Diinma, son of Selema, and 
God gave a great victory to Sultan Idris, so that Sultan Diinma 
retired with his troops in disorder, and went away into distant 
places. After which Sultan Idris, son of 'Air, marched to the town 
of Sim, so well known to the kings of the children of Seyf, son of 
Dhi-Yezn, and took up his abode there, well pleased with all that 
had occurred. Now, according to what we have heard related by 
the Sbeykh Diinma, son of Hesku, from the dale of the expulsion 
of Sultan Diiwfid to that of the entry of Sultan Idris, son of 'All, 
into the town of Sim, was an interval of one hundred and twenty- 
two years, neither more nor less. After this event, Sultan Idris, 
son of 'Ali, remained in the town of Sim as long as God willed. 
He then returned to the town of Burnii, and showed no desire to 
go again into that country until intelligence was brought to him 
from Kfliiim that the Sultan Dfiiim.'i, son of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, was 
slain, his brother Adam, son of 'Abdu-'I-.Jelil having succeeded in 
his stead, and taken possession of the government. 

This circumstance did not, however, deter the Sultan from his 
journey to Kilnim, he went there then as he had done formerly, and 
journeyed until he reached the town of Jughulghula (or Jufulfula). 
An action ensued between him and the Sultan Adam, in which God 
assisted him and gave him the victory, and Adam fled with his 
army in disorder, without stopping or tarrying until they were at a 

1 Tlic Arabians call themselves "red men" in contradistinction to the blacks 
and to the whites. These latter tlicy designate "yellow."— J.W.R. 
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great distance from the country of Kfuiini. After this, our Sultan 
ldris marched to the town of Jim 1 as he had done before, and 
remained there as long as God willed. 

According to certain information which has been furnished to us, 
Sultan ldris son of 'All issued his commands for the Sultan Adam 
to come to the town of Kanim after having caused him to swear an 
oath by God the Great and Mighty, that he would be submissive 
and obedient to his rule. Having done this, Sultan ldris son of 
'All returned to the city of Buruu joyful and in excellent spirits, 
his army also exulting- and rejoicing, congratulating and thankful for 
their success. He then took up his abode in the place of his birth, 
where he dwelt until the time arrived that God Most High had 
preordained, and he died in the town of Wclein. May God have 
mercy upon him. 

lie was succeeded in the kingdom of Buruu by his son 
Muhammed, son of ldris, son of 'Ali, who remained in peace a long 
while, until at length the Sultan of Bulala, named Kedii, son of 
'Abdu-'l-Jelil came against him. According to some accounts 
which have reached us, there was only an interval of forty days 
between the accession of Sultan Muhammed, son of ldris, and this 
irruption of Sultan Keda. This latter was slain in the town of 
Leza, according to what is related by the most venerable elders. 
The meaning in Arabic of the word Keda is 'Abdu-'l-Kadirn (servant 
of the Ancient of days). Beginning from the accession of Sultan 
Muhammed, son of ldris, son of 'Ali, to the throne, none of the 
people of Kanim rebelled against his authority, or refused submis- 
sion to his rule, until he died at the expiry of Iub appointed term. 
May God have mercy upon him. 

After l:iin his whole brother, Sultan 'Ali, son of ldris, succeeded 
to the kingdom, and retained the sovereignty in the same manner 
that his brother Muhammed, son of ldris, had retained it before 
him. Not one of the inhabitants of Kanim refused to obey him 
and to be submissive to him, until his term arrived which God had 
written regarding him on the preserved tablet. May God have 
mercy upon him. 

Next to him the Sultan Dtinina, son of Muhammed, succeeded to 
the throne. In his days strife and enmity broke out between him 
and the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of Keda, so much so that Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jelil advanced as far as the city of Burnii in the intention 

1 Jim and Sim arc, na will appear, two variations of the name of one ami tho 
same towu, constantly interchanged. — J.W.it. 
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of doing war and battle. The Sultan Diinma, son of Mnhainmed, 
went out to meet him with his army, and an action took placo 
between them in the city of Rurhurii (or Burburwa). God granted 
a great victory to our Sultan Diinma, boii of Muhammed, bo that 
the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil turned back discomfited. After this event, 
Sultan Diinma, boii of Muhammed, advanced into the country of 
Kanim and gained a second victory, returning thence to liifl own 
country of Hurut'i, after putting to death Sirurna-Blr, with 
Kcghutlma, Dcnycwfi,' and others of the Dahlia. 

After the above recited events, the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jeh'l never 
more attempted to make war upon Sultan Diinma, he used occa- 
sionally, however, to organise predatory excursions into different 
parts of the country of Ibiinu, always returning therefrom a 
fugitive without making any stay, resembling therein a robber; and 
whenever he attempted the country of Burnii, he always hastened 
his return after pillaging, so that intelligence thereof should not 
reach Sultan Diinma, that he should not pursue him, overtake him, 
and overthrow him. Such continued to be the constant practice of 
the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil until the death of Sultan DCimna, which 
happened before that of his adversary. May God have mercy upon 
him. Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil died soon afterwards. 

Sultan 'Abdu-'llnh, son of Diinma, succeeded to the sovereignty 
during the lifetime of 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, and the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, 
son of Keda, refrained from his predatory excursions into the land 
of Bumu, and from carrying away captives, restraining himself thus; 
but his people, their chiefs and leaders, continued still to make 
forays into the country of Buruu, by night and by day, as had 
formerly been their habit in the time of Sultan Diinma, son of 
Muhammed, nor were they deterred from these evil practices until 
the death of Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil at length took place. 

lie was succeeded by bin eon 'Abdu-'llnh, son of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, 
in the lifetime of our Sultan 'Abdu-'llnh, son of Dunma. The true 
dust of war was never raised -between these two, but only 
plundering and kidnapping excursions were still carried on as 
formerly, until the death of Sultan 'Abdu-'llfdt son of Diinma. 

After him, the just, the pious, the honoured Sultan, the pilgrim 
to the two holy cities, ldris, son of 'All, son of Idris, succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Hurnii. May his Lord increase his honour, may 
his God multiply blessings to him. Then was every man of the 

1 These two words may be one name, and may be written in various ways ; 
e.g., Kefuiima, DcnnyQ. Or, the first word may bo tic name of the tribe to 
which Kiruma belonged, and Denycwil may have belonged to tlio Iluliila. — J.W.K. 
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inhabitants of Bilinii restrained from wickedness and iniquity, from 
scandalous offences, and from every kind of perversion. The truth 
was made manifest and shone forth in the region of Burnii, error 
disappeared and every trace of it vanished, so that the paths of the 
people of liuruii were made straight, well deliued, level, and even j 
the mass of the nation became Mussulmans, excepting the atheists, 
the hypocrites, and the doubters, whose hearts have deviated from 
the manifest truth. God is the accountant with whom they will 
have to reckon ; and when the exterior is made perfect, it pertains 
only unto Ilim who knoweth all secrets to judge of the hidden things 
of the inner man. 

When, therefore, justice was spread over the region of Burnii 
by the Sultan Idris, son of 'All, the Pilgrim, and was extended to 
every quarter, then the faithful had rest from the perversion of the 
land, from the kidnapping incursions of the BuliUa, from the Ghafala, 
the Nelfdii, from the men of plunder, from evil doing, and from 
corrupt dealing. This tribe of Bulfda inhabited in former days the 
country of Tel, and the region of Ohatflh, journeying continually 
between those places and Kanim, night and day acting perfidiously 
towards the country of Burnii ; and when Sultan Idris, son of 'All, 
the Pilgrim (may God grant him honour in this world and in the 
world to come), succeeded to the throne, they returned to Kfuiim, 
nor did they one single day show an inclination to undertake 
pillaging and kidnapping expeditious into Burnii, excepting that 
some of them would come to the Sultan with requests for things of 
which they were in want, or in order to mediate between him and 
the Sultan of Kanim, 'Abdu-'llfth, son of 'Abdu-'l-Jehl, so that 
friendship and enjoyment might subsist between the two, and that 
God. might even connect them with each other by marriages. 
Treaties of peace and friendship were drawn up in both countries 
by means of councils held by the chiefs and rulers of the people of 
Burnii and of those of Kanim, and the matter was settled upon that 
basis, so that there Was no longer any dissensiou between the 
Buruuesc and the Kauimcsc, nor any disagreement or quarrel, 
except the case of the three districts (or towns) which the people of 
Kiiuiin had formerly seized when hostilities broke out between 
Sultan Ahmed, son of Muhamuicd, and Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, sou of 
Keda. When these three places were demanded, the names of 
which are Telh, otherwise called Kileyh, (ihufutih, and Buliij, they 
would not restore even one of tliein, and the people of Burnii never 
ceased to long for their restoration until the death of Sultan 'Abdu- 
'llah, son of , Abdu-'l-Jelil. 

VOL. XIX. E 
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After liiin, liin Hon, Sultan Muhamined, son of 'Abdn-'lliih, 
succeeded in his stead ; nml when lin had taken possession of the 
kingdom, lie neither refused in :i peremptory manner to restore 
those three places, neither did he Rend to the people of Biirnii a 
deciRive answer ahont Ihein, imlil at length the Bona or rebellion, 
in justice, and envy, drove him from his kingdom without profit to 
himself. 

Afterwards Ihc uncle of the above, Sultan 'Abdii-'l-Jelil, son of 
'Abdu-'l-.'clil, succeeded to the Ihrone, when the ancient friendship 
was interrupted which had subsisted between Sultan 'Abdu-'llah 
and Sultan ldris, and which had existed before then between 
Sultan Muhammcd and our Sultan ; and when the subject of the 
three regions was mentioned to him he paid no attention to it, .and 
on no occasion did he incline to the side of conciliation. -Then the 
Sultan ldris the Pilgrim demanded of him, of his rulers, and of his 
commanders, that (he holy law should be put in force and a judicial 
decree given on this Rubjoct, but not one of them wan found who 
would submit to follow the sacred tradition. Upon which he 
demanded a second time that the holy law should decide, and they 
wrote a note and sent it to Sultan ldris the Pilgrim. When the 
note ro sent was unfolded before him, he alighted upon the mention 
therein of the word "force of arms"; for it was Raid: "These 
three places were taken from you by Sultan Selcma by force of 
aruiR; how then shall wc restore them to youl" This wc have 
Been in the middle of Ihc note. And Sultan ldris the Pilgrim was 
astonished at their little prudence, at the weakness of their intelli- 
gence, and their total want of consideration for -what our Sultan 
had done by twice conducting an expedition into Kiiuim after the 
death of their Sultan, and \>y his conquering the whole region of 
Kaniin, with its districts, after driving out therefrom the two 
Sultans, Duniiisv and bis brother Adam, eon of Selcma. lie was 
also astonished, as were we, at another thing, which is, that the 
law of "force of arms" is in force.only in respect to infidels; how 
then .could it be cited in our case? 

Then it was that Ihc Commander of the Faithful, the Sultan 
aided of (Jod most high, the Pilgrim ldris, son of 'All, resolved to 
march in person upon Kiiiiiin. And he assembled the officers of his 
kingdom in council, the commanded, the governors, and the 
guards, with ol hers; and he asked their advice, when all recom- 
mended that an expedition rIiouKI be undertaken with all dispatch. 

The expedition started from the great city called Burn! 1 , and 

' Another orthography used for Rurntl. — J.W.R. 
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halted in the region of Ghambcru ; from lltcnce it reached Zentem, 
halted there, and passed from thence to Kcssimwa, journeying 
towards the west, and arrived there. When it had sojourned in 
this place a few days, the son of Berkeyh the pilgrim, named 
Laghiya the pilgrim, came to it as ambassador on the part of 
Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, son of Abdu-'l-Jelil. But our Sultan paid no 
attention to him, by reason of what had, happened on the part of 
Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelll in mentioning the term " force of arms " in 
the note formerly sent ; the ambassador returned therefore to 
Kanim. 

Our Sidtan Idiis the Pilgrim, set out, therefore, after this from 
Kcssimwa, marching in an easterly direction, and encamped at 
Zentem, the place mentioned above ; after remaining there a few 
days, he marched from thence and encamped in the district of 
Ghatuwa. Thus he continued marching by stages in the midst of 
his dominions until he encamped at Bcrni, in the neighbourhood 
of the stockaded town named Ghalifih (or Ghiitighih, Fatilih, or 
Fafighih). This is a place much celebrated among those who travel 
to Kanim from among the jieople of Burnii, bo they near, or be 
tliey distant, even to the camel-drovers. lie remained there a very 
short time, about three days or so, in order to collect his forces, 
lie then inarched from thence about the end of the mouth Hejebu- 
'1-Ferd. Some persons account that day as the first of Sha'ban, by 
reason of the disagreements of men, according to their usual 
custom, regarding the assertion of having seen the new moon on 
the twenty-ninth night, since some months are of the full number 
of days, while others contain a day less. 

And the Sultan continued his march until he had reached the 
place named Siklili, nor did he desist from proceeding until he passed 
by the district named Ghayawii, and encamped in a place called 
Furtfi, at the hour of the afternoon nap, with a great concourse 
of troops and warriors, after, the commanders, governors, and 
guards had been rejoicing on the march at what intelligence had 
reached them. This was the very day on which Fssima-'Ali, son 
of Fukunia-Atiua, died, and it was Thursday. The Sultan and his 
army passed three nights at Furtuwa, his camp receiving accessions 
of strength from every quarter, of horse and foot, shieldsiuen and 
urchers, until the agglomeration was very great. 

The Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, the Pilgrim, Idiis, son 
of 'All, set out from Furtuwa' on the Monday. Now our nation, 
thei>eople of Burnii, call this place by three different names; some 

1 Ynriuut of Fiu-lii. J.W.H. 
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call it Ekilili or lklih, others Ghaljadfi, and others again Furtuwfi, 
as we ourselves rolled it aliove. The Coimiiuiiilcr of the Faithful 
inarched then in the direction of the cant, after the signal had Iteen 
given by heating the big drum on the morning of the Monday, and 
continued advancing with his army until they reached the place 
named Mala, where they spent Hie night. In the morning, the 
people were summoned according to custom, and they started* from 
thence, marching towards the cast, and encamped at the place 
called Uhihnkcnjir. From thence they reached Dighfila, and camped 
there; leaving it they reached liiinim, from thence lltirj from 
Kiir thoj' went, to Kcscwdfi, from Kesewda to (jhumiimi, from 
Ghumiimi to Stilti, from Sfilii to Miilikini, from thence to KurO, and 
from thence to the river named Mclha. From this river they 
reached (he place called Itembewil ; from Rembow 1 , Ma'O, which is 
a place celebrated among all the people of Kfuiiin. In this manner 
the Commander (of the Faithful), the Pilgrim, Idrle, marched from 
Furtuwa to Mawii* in fourteen days, besides stopping in one place 
two days, and he encamped in the above-mentioned Ma'fi on a Satur- 
day before the sun had declined from the meridian. lie remained 
there nine days without any fighting taking place between him and 
the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelll, excepting that one day the two armies of 
Jbu nil and of liulala met each other in the following manner. The 
man named 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of Bih, set out one evening from the 
place named Yiitiikurma, which is the town where the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil, son of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, was dwelling with his troops. And 
Ab'du-'l-Jelil, son of Bih, with those who accompanied him from 
the army, marched in the direction of our camp, but stopt short of 
it for repose ; in the morning he moved in a north-westerly direction, 
thinking to surprise our people. On the other hand, the Vczir Idris, 
son of Harilu, set out also with his troops in search of the camel- 
drovers, and took a northerly road ; and when 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of 
Bill, Haw with his troops the dust raised in the plain by the Vezir, 
he turned aside towards the desert -from fear of him, and the Vezir 
knew nothing of that circumstance at the time. Now when 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil, son of Itih, had Hum turned aside, he met a small body of 
Buruuese who had strayed to a distance from the Ve/.Ir, and took 
them by surprise. The people of Bulftla, therefore, did great 
injury to this party, except such as God Most High preserved by 
flight; and they killed the son of Kajelmelha, 'Abdu-'llah, son of 
Ifawii. News of this event then reached the Vezir, Idris, son of 
llfuun, for the cause of this damage done by 'Abdu-'l-Jelll, boh of 
' Yormnl. -J.W.K. * Variant- J. W.U. 
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Bill, was his vicinity to our cainj), one single undulation of the 
ground iilono separating us. When, therefore, the Vezir, ldris, boh 
of Tliirtin, hoard of this event, he set off in pursuit in alt haste, 
without deliberation and without hesitation. Meydela Muhaiiiined, 
son of Fatiina, also joined in the pursuit, turning his reins towards 
them, and he even got in advance of his uncle. And when the 
party of the Hulala saw these troops approaching them, they (led 
towards the wilds at full gallop out of sheer fright and cowardice, 
lest Meydela and his troops should come up with them. Hut 
Meydela pursued them, following their tracks, and taking the lead 
of his party. The Vc/.ir ldris, too, followed the traces of his 
son Medela 1 . Now these three did not cease galloping until 
they had got to a very great distance ; then Meydela halted and 
gave over the pursuit. His father also, the Vezir Idrls, son of 
llarun, returned to our camp after having ascertained that the 
troop of Hulala had retired far away, and taken refuge in the desert, 
inasmuch as God Most High had infused into their hearts a great 
fear. They then returned to their Sultan and informed him of all 
that had happened. Thus has it been narrated to us. 

Our people, the Muslimln, accounted this (light of the Hulala a 
happy omen for a great victory over them, inasmuch as the first 
incident of the war consisted in a proof of their cowardice and in 
their (light, and by reason that God Most 1 ligh had granted strength 
and victory to us, and weakness and impotence to them. Matters 
never altered in this respect between us and them, until at length 
God Most High gave us a great victory on Monday, the last day 
of God's month, Dhi-'l-Ka'da the sacred, through (Lis assistance 
and favour. Verily, it is a duty for all the household of faith to 
put their trust in Him, and to depend upon Him in every circum- 
stance. 

We will relate the chief features of the battle, God permitting, 
at the end of tho work, but it is now fitting for us to return to the 
original history, that of the country of Maw, and of the country of 
Yitukunna'. No one from among the officers of the Bolfda ever 
ventured forth one single day in search of stragglers from our 
camp, after this attempt of 'Abdii-'l-.Jeld, son of Bib, until our 
Sultan, tho Pilgrim Idris, son of 'All, marched from the town of 
Maw, after having reposed there nine days. The distance between 
Ma'u and the town of Yitukunna is about a forenoon's journey for 
a strong pedestrian. 

1 Variant, curious confusion of terms of relationship. — J.W.lt. 
3 Variants of Ma'u and Yutiikruuia. — J.W.lt. 
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Now the Lord his God Most High, to wlioin be praise, bad caused 
our Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, Idris, son of 'All, (may 
God strengthen him and fortify him), to be well instructed in the 
mode of governing the kingdom in all matters pertaining thereto 
and advantageous to it, in all its ceremonials and incumbent duties, 
in the most excellent manner and most perfect degree, as a special 
favour unto him, and a peculiar grace. Wherefore, in accordance 
with this established rule, he sent his ambassador, the man named 
Tuski, son of Kililih, of the tribe of Key, with a letter addressed to 
the Sultan of the Huliila, to their commanders, governors, and 
magistrates, in a general manner, and without any particularization. 
In this letter it was Urns said to them: "When the letter reaches 
you in health and safety, and you have read it, and comprehended its 
contents, in general and in detail, then it is desired from you that you 
send to us a man of sound understanding, that he may hear our 
explanation on the subject, of our coming against you, and that he 
may return to yon bearing what he will have heard from us." Now 
when the Sultan's messenger arrived with this letter, and they had 
read it in the presence of the whole people, they became exceedingly 
indignant, and they said " We will not send any one to him, neither 
will we dispatch any one." And they wrote us a letter in the 
handwriting of the Pilgrim Ibnu-Dila, and did not send an ambas- 
sador to hh ; whereas, if they had had the least degree of understand- 
ing and sagacity, they would have sent one to us as we had sent one 
to them. We have seen in the hitter which they thus sent unto 
us : " What then are the acts that have proceeded from you in 
your inroad iijmhi our country, such as burning our houses, and 
committing devastation therein! Fie upon you for such deeds!" 
So wrote they, and when we had seen it we wondered with great 
astonishment, and comprehended that they were tilled with pride; 
for such terms arc never ullered except. I>y those who have valour, 
might, and power to resist. Had things been as their foolish minds 
fancied, we should not have been able to march against them, but 
should have remained in our own country. Alas ! alas ! things 
were not as they fancied. 

After this, the Sultan, Commander or the Faithful, the Pilgrim, 
Idris, son of *Ali, marched from the town of Maw on a Monday, 
after having remained there nine days. And when the army had 
mounted and commenced its march, there arose! such a dust in tho 
air that no one could see the direction of the road; for this reason a 
short halt was made on leaving the station, to allow the dust to 
subside, and the people stood still. After a while, the dust was 
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cleared away before the wind, and objects became visible. Cod be 
praised for our Sultau and for liis army, with great, constant, and 
universal praise. The army was then divided into two columns; and 
the Sultau placed one of these under the command of the Vezir 
Idris, son of Ilarun, that it might march with him in a westerly 
direction, the other column remaining with his own person, and 
inarchiug with himself more easterly, each of the two columns of 
the army being intended to reach the western parts of the country 
of Kilniin. They started, therefore, for the place called Wesfuni, 
and the weak ones 1 of our men and of our camels followed in 
the rear of the Sultan, until they readied YVesami about noon. 
This is a country having plenty of water ; and they encami>ed there, 
each one marking out his quarters, and they remained there the 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

News was now brought to us that the people of the tribe of 
liulfda were come with their Sultan to the place named Kirsila, 
in the intention of advancing to Wcsaini for the purpose of attacking 
us. And when we learnt this intelligence, our people sent out some 
horsemen, all clad in armour, to occupy the eastern part of the 
country of Kirsila, in which was the army of the liulfda and their 
Sultan. Our people passed, therefore, with the Sultan, over one 
hill, and then halted in expectation that the liulfda would advance 
against them by that lime. No signs of the enemy being perceived, 
our people returned with their Sultan to their camp after having 
waited a long while, and having performed there the noon and 
afternoon prayers. At sunset on that day, the new moon of 
ltamazan was perceived, it being then the night of Thursday, after 
the expiry of Sha'bau, and the people passed the night in prepara- 
tion for the fast. 

When the gracious Lord brought the auspicious morning, the 
Sultan gave orders for our people to march. No one objected 
to this, and we all marched and journeyed towards the country of 
Kirsila, from sunrise till the middle of the forenoon, with the inten- 
tion of giving battle to our enemies, when we descried the people 
of liulfda drawn up in live divisions, each division by itself, waiting 
for us to advance towards them. And when we had approached 
them within about a bow-shot, or more, they fell back and retired 
towards the east at full gallop, our people pursuing them lo the 
utmost. Our men returned after this pursuit, and they encamped 
round about their Sultan, the 1'ilgrim Idris. Upon this, the 

1 Zu'afa. Tins word is Die original of the French " Zouaves." It ajipeura to 
designate alt but well mounted njut well armed lioisjiuen. — J.U'.U. 
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drummers beat the great drum for the victory pained by this flight 
of our encmioR to hido themselves from us. On that day wo saw a 
beautiful helmet which had fallen from the head of one of them as 
thej' fled in disorder, ami which was seized upon by Kuluyma 
Muhamrncd, Ron of Kennii, and by this their cowardice and their 
fear may he known to every man of sense. 

The Sultan turned away (lien from the place to which they had 
fled, and marched towards I he southern (?) regions of Kfinim, continu- 
ing bin course with bin army mil il be reached the country of Mcnmena 
about the timet of noon or afternoon prayer. This was on the 
Thursday, lie spent (he night there with his forces, and in the 
morning he led the people in the direction of the place named 
Tus-hu, it being then Friday. That day a mist and a violent wind 
arose, so that it was not possible to sec around us, unless by tho 
greatest attention. Thus did we journey until we reached Tijb-Iiu 
about noon. 

The Sultan, the Pilgrim, halted then at the mouth of the well, so 
that the thirsty horses and men might get water, for they had spent 
the night at .Mcnmena without water. A part of our people 
remained at the mouth of the well in accord with the Sultan, and 
another portion followed the drum for tho purpose of encamping. 
Now when the Sultan hailed at the mouth of the well, he ordered 
the drummers to ascend the hillocks to the west and there unload 
their beasts of burden. And when it became difficult to find any 
more water in the well, the bulk of our people followed after the 
drummers, in order to unload their effects and their vessels at the 
camping ground, bo that they might feed their cattle and give them 
to drink. In this wny there remained but few people with the 
Sultan. 

Our enemies of the tribe of Jhilnla, when they gained intelligence 
of our situation on (be Thursday from the violence of thirst with 
which we were attacked in reality (he whole night and day, turned 
about from their flight and followed in our track in great numbers; 
but concealing themselves, with the intention of attacking us, if 
they could reach the country of Tus-hu unawares, and take us by 
surprise while wo were driven lo desperation from want of water. 
Not one of our people was in the least aware of this circumstance. 
So when tho two arniios came in sight of each other ovor against 
the place called Tus-hu, an attack took place on the part of our 
troops that were with our Sultan, as soon as the enemy approached 
the gate of our camp. And news of the Hulala spread abroad and 
became known, the people of the camp hearing of their approach. 
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Upon which, Siyckcma Soka, with Fcrkuma Muhammcd, win of t c 
(laughter of Fatima, and Esslma, boh of Morghl, with others of the 
commanders, governors, and guards, ami of Uiohc who had shields 
and bucklers, came forth in great numbers with the resolution of 
doing battle, and went against them. Also the men of the left 
wing of our. army came forth from the northern Bido of the camp to 
light with our enemies, the Bulala, fully prepared ; such were the 
Vczir, and others of our troops besides him, in like manner as 
those of the right wing had coino forth, whose names we have 
mentioned above. 

Absooii as the tribe of the people; of Kaniin paw the forthcoming 
of our troops to battle, and their great numbers on every side and 
in every place, their hearts failed them, anil they turned upon their 
heels and lied without making any stand. Our people pursued 
them, killing and wounding them with weapons of every kind, 
such as swords, spears, javelins, and scymitars ; neither did they 
cease from following them up in every direction and killing them, 
until their horscB wore fatigued with the pursuit. The enemy's 
horsemen, however, galloped off with their horses, leaving the foot 
soldiers behind them, even as disabled mules are rejected and left 
by the road-side uncared for. That day none of their foot-soldiers 
escaped, except such as God saved from among them, or such as 
escaped being wounded by sheltering themselves under cover of 
the darkness of night. None but (iod most High can count the 
number of foot-soldiers who were slain. On our side, none were 
killed on the Held of battle, except Erjuruna 'All, otherwise Diinma 
'All, son of Ghahcyh, alone. The wounded on our sido amounted 
to four men, one being lruma-Nasar, the second Kukbuh, Lord of 
Diliknih, the third Sunma, son of Delmwa, and the fourth Shattima, 
son of Fesaleh. The Lord of Diliknih died in the town of Tus-hu 
one day afterwards, Ilirmuh-Nasar 1 lived eleven days, and travelled 
to the town of Jim, where he died on a Monday; may God have 
mercy on him. We had not expected him to die in the least, aa his 
wounds were very slight ; it was as though he had died from some 
other complaint, or without any complaint at all. As for Sunma 
and Shattima, son of Kesaloh, they recovered from their wounds, by 
the favour of God and his grace. 

The Sultan sojourned sifter this affair eight days in the town of 
Tus-hu, and marched from thence on a Saturday, journeying 
towards the town of Sim, in which are buried his ancestors the 
Sultans of olden time, who dwelt there until the da3 r s of Sultan 

' Yarianl of Irmna Nasar.- J.W.It, 
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Diiwud, son of Nikfdih, jib wc have fully explained in the former 
part of this book, ho lliat there is no need to repeat the matter 
here. And when wc wished to start for Sim, a black dust arose, 
and spread itself, and filled the air in every direction, the samo as 
%vo have narrated as having occurred on our departure from tho 
town of Maw before. Such was its custom and its inherent 
quality, until we reached the town of Sim before noon-time. And 
when wc arrived there, we found the well which is there had been 
demolished, so that we should not find it when we arrived there. Our 
people were, therefore, disquieted with the fear of suffering from a 
want of water by reason of this well being thus demolished. Upon 
which, the Sultan, the Pilgrim Idris, son of 'All, commanded the 
people to dig another well in the vicinity of the one demolished, and 
again another by itself in a separate place, so that there should be 
a plurality of wells, and that both men and beasts should havo 
plenty of water to drink. This demolition of the original well wan 
a piece of malice on the part of the Uulala, but it did no injury to 
any one but themselves, and profited them nothing. Now when 
flic people heard the proclamation from the Court of the Sultan, 
they set to at digging the wells with all speed and in conformity to tho 
order, as they had formerly done in the town of Tusuh 1 , and in tho 
town of Ghamizii, after the (light of tho Sultan 'Abdu-'i-Jelil and 
his people in disorder ; and before two days had passed over our 
heads, our jwoplc were quite at their case in respect to pure water 
for themselves and their cattle, their want of water having lasted 
during the two days of Saturday and Sunday only. 

When the morning of Monday came, the Sultan went to visit 
the tombs of his ancestors the Sultans of former days, accompanied 
by his governors, his commanders, his doctors of the law, and thrico 
they completed the recitation of the Ktir'an, offering up prayers, 
and he gave alms of money, horses, and bullocks, very munificently, 
striving thereby to find acceptance from God the Bountiful, to 
whom lie ascribed all power and majesty. After that, the people 
dispersed to their abodes. This same day died Inima-Nasr, (may 
God Most High have mercy upon him), and from the date of his 
receiving his wounds to the day of his death, eleven days had 
elapsed, as wc mentioned before. 

The Sultan, the Pilgrim Idris, son of 'All, did not remain in the 
town of Jim after the death of Yiiruma* more than four days, and 
when Friday dawned upon the Sultan, lie gave notice to his whole 
army to break up their camp in order to pursue their journey to the 

1 Variant of Tuslui. ' Another Bpcllinjj of Iruma. J.W'.R. 
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town of Aghiifi where is a stockade (ubuttis, or fortified place?) of the 
Bulnla. As booh as the army began to move, the dust arose in 
clouds, and it was only with the greatest difficulty that the road 
was followed, even as we have already described the like as 
happening on former occasions. We have even heard it related hy 
the Imam lbuu 'Ayisha, who was attached to the personal suite of the 
Sultan on that day, that they only knew of the departure of the 
Sultan, the Pilgrim ldris, by the dust that rose up in the air like 
a column of smoke, after the intervention of a great interval 
between the spot where they were and the place the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil (the Pilgrim ldris?) had reached. men of understanding, 
listen to this, for in listening and considering is there a rectification 
of ideas. Where, indeed, have you seen the like of our Sultan, the 
sign of whose departure from a place is known by the clouds of dust 
raised and seen from far distant regions? Yea! May he be magnified, 
for his like does not oxiBt ; and may God bless his kingdom, his 
children, and his posterity, with a blessing great, potent, and 
enduring to the day of the resurrection ; for the sake of the Prince 
of mankind, our Prince and Lord, Muhammed (may God be propitious 
unto him, and may peace be upon him, Amen). 

And when we entered the defile which leads to the town of 
Aghafi, the Sultan ldris, the Pilgrim, sent out in advance of his 
army the men who, with their horses, were clad in armour. This 
he did as a measure of precaution and of persevering fortitude, he 
marched then without fear or care until he had arrived at the above 
mentioned Blockade about the time of noon, and he encamped 
to the right hand side or south of the stockade with his army 
abounding in numbers. And when our Sultan had encamped in 
the town of Aglnili, the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil came that same night, 
the night of Friday, and encamped near to the place of rest of the 
Sultan ldris the Pilgrim, coveting an opportunity to do mischief, and 
imagining that we had not in that place a sufficient array. In the 
morning, therefore, of the Saturday, our Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, 
commanded the heralds to proclaim to the host of commanders, 
governors, guards, and all having valour and strength, that they 
should go forth in the direction of the army of Hulala. Our jxjople 
rushed out with the greatest sj»ccd when they had heard that 
proclamation; upon which the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil decamped with 
his army of the tribe of ISulfila, and marched in the direction of the 
west. The Vezir ldris, son of Ilarun, was ordered on that day to 
remain opposite to the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil and his troops, fronting 
them for the purpose of an engagement. Our Sultan, too, ldris 
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tlio Pilgrim, son of 'All, took up liia station on a long extensive 
knoll, with a portion of his army in an elevated and conspicuous 
spot facing the enemy, and fully prepared for battle. Hut when 
the tribe of Buliila Raw tin; degree (of power) of the Commander of 
the Faithful, and of the Sultan of the believers, the King Idris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All, manifest and apparent as the sun at mid-day, 
they were seized with violent dread, they feared for their lives, and 
they took to flight, running away in disorder and with the utmost 
speed. The Sultan refrained from pursuing the enemy himself; 
but the Vezir Idris, son of Hardii, followed (heir traces to a great 
distance. The slain wen? slain, (he prisoners were captured, and the 
Vczir did not return from the pursuit until the evening was dark. 
Now the Vczir found among the captives two dignified persons 
related to the royal family of the Huhlla, namely, Sultan Kedir and 
Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, and he brought them to our Sultan in a state 
of great fear for their lives lest they should bo put to death. Hut 
when they were brought into his presence, he gavo them their 
liberty, by reason of his great pity and compassion for mankind, 
and on account of his proneness to pardon and forgive. Had it not 
been for this, he would not have sent them away. 

After this, our Sultan set out himself in pursuit or the enemy, 
accompanied by his horse-soldiers alone, without taking the shields- 
men with him, nor did he cease to follow in the direction they had 
taken until towards the end of the first watch of the night. When 
the sentinel of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil saw the army of our Sultan, 
Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, he fled immediately to the spot in 
which the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil was, in order to inform him of the 
approach of the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, in all celerity. The 
people of our Sultan followed him, but could not catch him, for the 
night was an obstacle between him and our people, When, 
therefore, the sentinel came to his Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil in the 
place called Sonduh, and acquainted him with this intelligence about 
us in the most positive manner, they, fled in confusion after having 
encamped with the intention of passing tho night. Indeed, 
according to what wc have heard, the jieople who saw tho place 
of their encampment, found an ox slaughtered for eating, which 
they had abandoned as they fled in great fear. They got away to a 
great distance. 

Our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, arrived at that place at tho time 
of night prayer, and slept there. As soon as morning appeared, 
each horseman watered his beast in the midst of that town, after 
which they Get out again in pursuit of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, and 
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continued following him up until the time of afternoon prayer. And 
we saw the signs of their performance of day-dawn prayer in a 
desert part of the country, upon which we despaired of coining up 
with them. This was over against a town of theirs called Ekina, 
in a westerly direction therefrom; we reached this town on our 
return in the evening, a little hefore sunset, and we encamped for the 
night on the south (or right hand) side of Ekina, which was nearest. 

In the morning we arose in good health and in safety, and we 
started witli our Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, intending to return to 
our camp where we had left our weak ones. 1 We passed through 
Aghali, and went on and reached our camp about napping time. 
We and those whom we had left in our camp were greatly rejoiced 
at the junction, and many were the congratulations offered on both 
sides. 

On the day that our Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, rested at Ekina, 
he set at liberty all those whom the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil had 
imprisoned ; whereupon they experienced great relief and they 
rejoiced exceedingly. Let us now return to what occurred in the 
town of Agh.lli. 

After the return of the Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, 
Idrls the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali, to the Blockade of Aghuti from his 
expedition, he remained there until he had performed the prayer of 
the Conclusion of the Fast. And when the new moon of Showwal 
appeared at the conclusion of Uamazan, the drummers beat the 
big drum, with accompaniment of all the customary instruments on 
the long night, as they were used to do in the country of liurnii, 
until the break of dawn. Again, when the sun was well up in 
altitude, the drum was beaten, and the other similar instruments 
that accompanied it ; and the prayer of the Feast was performed. 
What rejoicing was ever greater than this? What Sultan was 
ever more happy than our Sultan when the drum and the musical 
instruments were thus beat in the country of Kanim at the place of 
the stockade of Aghali, in the same way as was usual in our own 
country of ISurnii? 

Immediately after performing the prayer of the Feast, our 
Sultan marched in quest of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil towards the 
time of afternoon prayer, and prosecuted his journey Until the sun 
had set. He then halted, performed his sun-set devotions, and 
mounted again with his people, travelling the live-long night, and 
stopping for nothing but to jierfoi'm the stated prayers, and to hang 
on the nosebags of their horses. For other purposes, such as sleep, 

1 Zuiifi, Zouaves. -J.W.It. 
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they halted not, and thus they continued until they arrived at tho 
district of Fighlsih, a celebrated place. Now when our scouts 
advancing- reached thin place, they found therein the Sultan 'Abdn- 
l-Jclll with hit* forces watering- their Iioircs; and they perceived 
our people, and lied into the deficits to the north of Fighlsih in all 
haste and at full speed, using every endeavour and effort to get 
away. Information was sent to the Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, of 
all that had occurred on the part of Kcyiim, and on the part of 
'Abdu-'l-Jclil, with his followers. lie therefore turned aside in the 
direction towards which these had fled, (putting the direct road to 
Fighlsih ; and he commanded the Vozir Mils, son of Ilarnn, to 
follow them up, and find them out. The Vczlr heard the command 
obeyed of all, and accepted it. He therefore set out with his own 
followers in advance of the Sultan, and they urged their horses and 
gave them the rein in search of the Bulnla, using every endeavour, 
and making all sliced on that day. The Sultan also, and those who 
were with him, followed at, full speed in the footsteps of the Vezir 
until nearly noontide. This caused great suffering to our horses 
from the violence of their thirst, arising out of this race in pursuit 
of the enemy. The horses of the Bulala on the contrary did not 
suffer thirst, for they had been watered during the night at 
Fighlsih, as wc have already noticed. Hut we had not met with 
any water on our march in the afternoon from Aghfdi until nearly 
noon of tho day following ; for this reason our horses were unable 
to come up with the fugitives. 

Besides, flight for one's life is a more pressing emergency than 
speed in pursuit of an enemy. From these two considerations our 
enemies distanced us completely. The Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, 
halted therefore with his troops when he saw that if he continued 
the pursuit obstinately it would assuredly be to the detriment of 
our horses, which certainly would not bo an advantage. He 
returned then with his army to Fighlsih, but did not reach it until 
the sun had declined from the meridian. Those troops, however, 
of our Sultan who were dispersed over the deserts, made spoil that 
day of many camels and oxen, and much property. The thirst of 
our party was not fully quenched until after the time of afternoon 
prayer. This accomplished, the Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, journeyed 
towards the south (or the right hand) from the town, and encamped 
near to it, passing the night there, and returning in the morning to 
the fortified jiost of Aghfifi, where M r as our principal station. This 
we reached only on the third day, about the time of the sun's 
acquiring a fair altitude. 
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News was tlien brought to our Sultan that the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelll had marched with his forces to the northern quarter of the 
country of Aghiifi, and had encamped at Ghaskwa, in which was 
buried his mother Hih, daughter of Ghurghiir, and in which hIic had 
lived up to the day of her death. And when this intelligence was 
circulated and became spread abroad, our Sultan marched to Jim, 
starting from Showkiyyetu-'l-Aghafi after the afternoon prayer, 
with the whole of his army. He arrived at Sim' in the beginning 
of the night, and our people tasted sleep there, as much as God 
willed. The Sultan and the forces mounted their horses before 
day-dawn, and travelled until they had passed Mclima, and arrived at 
a place near to Ghaskwa at the time of the day nap. He passed the 
night there also. But the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, when he came to 
Ghaskwa, had not remained there more than a short while, leaving 
again quickly with as much millet as he could take, and retiring 
into the deserts. Our Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, ldrls 
the Pilgrim, heard the news of his retreat when we started from 
Jim 1 , before we arrived at the place where we napped. Had we 
heard the intelligence of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil wo should not 
have slopped until we had reached Ghaskwa, but for this reason 
we stopped a little short of it both for napping and for our night's 
rest. 

In the morning we reached Ghaskwa and took up our quarters 
there before noon, remaining there either two or three days. And 
we found in and around it whatever God ordained of booty and 
advantage, but we did not find the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, inasmuch 
as he had departed from his birthplace (reading walan, instead of 
waty), and betaken himself to the deserts in order to save his life. 
He concealed himself in a place where there was no water, suffering 
from thirst, and for this reason we returned in the direction of our 
chief station. We left Ghaskwa directly after sunrise, reached 
Meliniih* at noon, remaining there to perform our mid-day prayer 
after the decline! of the sun from the meridian, after which we 
travelled rapidly in the direction of Sim, arriving there just at sunset. 
We put up there for the night, and next morning proceeded to Show- 
kiyyetu-'l-Aghali, remaining there until we had found those of our 
people who were stationed there, and whom we had left behind us. 
They were happy, merry, safe, and loaded with booty. 

After this, our Sultan the Pilgrim, the Commander of the 
Faithful, lchis, son of 'Ali, remained at the station of Showkiyya, 
in the country of Aghiifi, without moving or journeying in pursuit 

1 Sim anil Jim iiro variants. 3 Variant of Melima. -J.W.lt. 
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of the SuHiui 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, until the commanders, governors, and 
guards of the Huliila, even unto the tribe of 'Arab and the tribe of 
Fitri, with others of the people, gathered together at hie side. And 
every one who Hum came to him he Hciit him to join the Sultan, the 
legint Muhainmcd, Hon of 'Abdu-'lllili, after having canoed him to 
8 wear by God on the Volume that he Would follow him aud obey 
him, those only excepted who preferred to go with us to the country 
of Burnt] with the intention of residing there. In this manner a 
great concourse was formed around the Sultan Muhamiiicd, son of 
'Abdu-'llfih, and they obtained justice against the governors, after 
having despaired of obtaining it at all through the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil. Thus they remained with their Sultan Muhainmcd inside 
of Showkiyyet-Aghali, while the camp of our Sultan, Idris the 
Pilgrim, was outside tin; same ; and on this footing did we continue 
with the Sultan Muhamnicd, son of 'Abdu-'Ililh, for a considerable 
time, until at length our horses and camels had to go a long Way 
off to find pasturage. 

And when the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, made Up bis mind to 
march from that place, the Sultan Muhamnicd moved before him on 
a Thursday, and went towards the south of the town of GhamtilQ. 
The next morning being Friday, our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, 
journeyed also to GhamtilQ, where the Sultan Bir, the legist and 
the pious, the boh of Diiuma, had died. lie was accompanied by 
his doctors of the law and his commanders, and they there read the 
Knr'iin, placing their hopes in God Most High, and trusting in the 
lilcHHiugH attached to I \'m holy Scripture. They then returned to 
the camp before the time of noonday prayer, spending the night 
there, ami on the Saturday morning the great drum was beaten by 
order of the Sultan as a signal for moving. He marched then to 
the south, and hailed at the town of Helfighi. 

Now when the drum beat, and the Sultan determined to journey 
towards the south, (he lli^h Priest Ahmed, son of Satiyya', author 
of the present book, started before.the Sultan and journeyed towards 
the- west of Showkiyyctu*'l-Aghafi in company with the Junior 
Priest Muhainmcd, son of 'Ayislia', and their attendants, in the 
view of a pious visit to the mosque of Erma. They reached the 
same and saw it, and considered attentively the interior, and 
acquired a real knowledge of it, and deemed themselves blessed on 
its account. They then journeyed in the direction of the town of 
Bclaghi, and did not reach it until after the Sultan had halted there 

1 It will hare been remarked lli.it, people arc frequently named in this history 
by luo name of their mother. - J. W.tt 
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at noon before them. Muslim brethren ! take a lesson from the 
journey of these two priests who are both included in the court 
circle, anil from their return to the Sultan ! This arose from the 
dread inspired by our Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim (may God grant him 
honour), for he had put the whole land of Kiinim in a state of the 
greatest abjectness and terror. 

On that day intelligence was brought to the town of Bcliighi 
that the Sultan Muhainined the Legist, sou of 'Ahdu-'lliih, had 
taken prisoner his uncle Hir, son of Sikima, with two of his brothers, 
and had cut off their hands. The next day, our Sultan journeyed 
towards the river to the south, and halted at Ghisla (or Fisla). 
lie remained there several days, until a host of subjects came t<) 
him from the Arabs, from the Knku and from the Fitri, as they had 
come to him when he was stopping at the town of AghiUi. 

When the people had finished paying their visit, our Sultan 
set out again, marching towards the west, and accompanied by 
those who had determined to emigrate to Iturnu, some being of the 
'tribe of Hula, some of others. Tims they continued, until they 
reached the town of Diltwfi, where they remained a short time for 
the army to rest itself, and for them to efface the trace's of their 
exposure to the inclemencies of the weather and of their encounters 
with the enemy. When the necessities of the army had been thus 
cared for, the Sultan, Commander of tin; Faithful, set out towards 
(ihallft, from Glialla to lwenh, where he halted, and from thence to 
the town of Dighilwa. From thence he went to Ghallii, where he 
halted, and from that place to Medghaina. 

At this latter place, the Sultan Mnhannned, son of 'Abdu-'llah, 
came with his forces and met our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All 
(may God grant him honour \). The governors of the two Sultans 
met also, as their two Sultans had met, in one place, so that the 
people could converse on what had happened, and could enjoy each 
others society the live-long night. Alter that, the two armies 
separated, the people of liuriiu from the people of Hulfdn, and each 
passed the night in his own camp. And when the dawn was nigh 
or was breaking, news was received to the effect that the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jolil, son of 'Ahdu-'l-Jolil, had put his forces in motion in 
the intent of coming to the town of Yitukurma to offer battle to 
the Sultan Muhainined, son of 'Abdu-'llah. This intelligence being 
repealed and spread abroad, our Sultan, ldris tins Pilgrim, (may 
God strengthen him and succour him), turned back towards the 
east, and halted in the neighbourhood of the town of < .'bulla, in the 
design of giving battle; to the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, remaining there 

vol. xix. F 
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with his forccfl the wliole night; hut he could gain no further 
intelligence relative In (he Sultan 'Abdu-'l-.Tclll. 

t)|>on thin, ho turned nguin Inwards the west, halting in the 
vicinity of Mcdghama. Prom thence he continued journeying 
towards Itiirnii until he had readied lirst Riil(i, then to Koghcsta 
(or Kefesla), and afterwards lo the town of Siki-Danonma, so that 
the frontier lictwccn (lie country (if Itnrnu and that of Kiiniin was 
in night. The drums were heat in this place, on account of the 
frontier hoing neon, and lo give (he same a degree of importance 
and notoriety, llierehj' leaving no room for uncertainly. From 
thence ho' afterwards came lo the lands of Sukurti, then to Helowj, 
from whence he reached (■liftgliiiU, and at last Jlcrl. This last is 
the point noted aR (he place of assemhly for all those who are 
going lo Kanim, and the point of separation for those who are 
coming to llurnfl. 

Now after our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, had encamped 
in (he (own of Herl, authentic information was received that tho 
Sultan 'Ahdu-'l-Jolil had marched against the Sultan Muhainmed, 
son or 'Abdu-'llah, in order to attack him; that the two armies had 
met near the (own of Yilukurma, where a severe engagement had 
ensued, which had resulted in the Sultan Muhainmed, son of 'Ahdu- 
'llah, faking the road towards 1'urnii, after a great number being 
killed of the partisans of both sides. According to what was told 
us, Hie man 'All, surnamed Fcdaw (or Ghadaw), was knocked down 
in (his battle, lie was opposed to (he Sultan JMuhammcd, son of 
'Abdu-'llah, who had married him lo the daughter of Yeriina. 

To return, however, fust of all to our original history, — as soon 
as our Sultan, Idris (he Pilgrim, son of 'All, heard the news of the 
battle between (Ik; two Sultans 'Abdu-'I-Jclll and Muhainmed, son 
of 'Abdu-'llah, with the relent, of the latter towards Ihirnii, and his 
arrival at the town or llcrl, he told his |>coplc and his army in an 
encouraging, cheering, and exciting manner, that they were going 
lo set out, again ami return lo the country of Kanim. Upon this 
(he people were divided between two opinions, some being for 
following the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, so as to set him 
forth on the journey ami eipiip themselves, while others wished to 
return home by reason of (heir provisions being exhausted. 
Ultimately, the whole or the governors, commanders, and guards, 
united in the wish to return to Kaniin. 

The autumn being now past, and every one having completed 
his preparations and ceased from (he same, the Sultan resolved to 
enter on the campaign against Kanim. lie therefore set out with 
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his army in the beginning of the winter, and arrived with his troops 
on the inarch at Showkiyyet-Ghatchgha. The troops assembled 
here, and increased in numbers, after which they went on to 
Ghafuta, to Belnj, to Kurleti, to Kaghaslih (or Kcfoslih) and to 
Wirkimih, and at last they readied the town of Gharni-Kihfda. 

From this latter place he started by night, accompanied by the 
most robust horsemen and foot-soldiers, and marched with all 
possible expedition to the town of Yisseinbii, in search of Kiluma- 
Diinma and his brother 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of Dili, leaving behind 
him those who were weak. 1 lie reached Yisseinbii after sunrise, 
but did yot find those two persons there; they had both lied in preci- 
pitation, lie therefore seized the property and returned from thence, 
halting in the town of YVessfuni, and passing the night there with 
his troops. In the morning he sent to the weaker men 1 of his army 
that he had left behind, with the foot soldiers, and appointed over 
them as his lieutenant, one of his commanders named tliruma-Igha, 
marching himself with the forces accompanying him to the town of 
Mclima. lie halted there at napping time to water the horses, and 
marched thence towards the east until he reached the town of Sim 
towards evening. After resting there a short while, he set out 
again in the night with his troops, marching towards Showkiyyetu- 
'1-Aghafi, which they reached before sunrise; but they found 
nothing there. They, therefore, followed the traces of the fugitives 
towards the east, using every endeavour, and never stopping or 
delaying, until at length they came up with a body of travellers on 
the march, among whom were the women of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelil. This parly they attacked and plundered, making captives of 
the women Ohumsuh, JJih, and others besides, excepting only such 
as God delivered by (light. The Sultan then returned to El-Aghiili, 
and afterwards to Jim. In this latter place he remained, and 
established himself, sending from thence a messenger to Yiruina- 
Yfigha 3 , whom he had named lieutenant over the weak ones and 
over the foot. 

Now the said lieutenant, when the Sultan marched from 
Wessfuni towards Sim, remained in the former place one night, and 
marched on the day following towards the north, halting at the 
town of Dim, where he remained with what forces were with him 
in expectation of authentic intelligence from the Sultan. They had 
not tarried long before the Sultan's messenger made his appearance, 
and • they rejoiced exceedingly at the good tidings of the Sultan's 
success in capturing the household of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil. 

1 Zu'affi. * Zu'nfii * Mentioned abovo as Itiruma Iglia. — JAV.lt. 
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After delivering this joyful message, lie further informed them that 
the Sullan required them In join hint at the town of Sim ; in con- 
sequence of which, the lieutenant marched with his party in the 
direction of Jim, halting at Madmimi, where he passed the night, 
and from whence he set out the day following, and arrived in the 
middle of the forenoon, so that, the two parties, those; who had 
been with the Sultan, and those who accompanied the lieutenant, 
met again, and there ensued much embracing, and greeting, and 
gratuiafion at their safe and fortunate junction. 

The Sultan rested two days, Friday and Saturday, while on the 
Sunday morning he determined to march against the enemy. Jle 
left behind him in the camp four of his principal captains, namely, 
the first was Kighama-Hekr, the second was Thiyurma-Bir, Ron of 
the Sultan, the third Peletfighizim, ami the fourth Yiruma-Yaghii, 
together with their followers. lie left also with them the shields- 
men and the crossbow-men, the javelin-men and the archers, and 
others besides, who were unable to accompany him for want of 
camels to carry their provisions, — these amounted to a very great 
number. 

The Sultan started, therefore, tlio Commander of the Faithful, 
Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, in great strength on that Sunday, 
marching towards the east, in the direction of the town of Kcwal, 
which we reached in the middle of the forenoon on Monday. Wc 
found nothing there, neither man nor property ; we therefore 
napped there until night, and about midnight, a little before or a 
little after, the Sultan mounted, and his horsemen with him 
inarching first towards the south ; but when the true dawn broke, 
ami morning praj'cr had been |>erformed, wo tinned to the east, and 
later still to the north. When the sun had pained a good altitude, 
the Sullan and those with him pci formed the prayer of the 
Feast of Sacrifice, and as soon as wo had finished this on the 
Tuesday, the whole party mounted and commenced plundering 
operations against our enemies of the tribe of Tub. A great 
number of them were slain, and many camels, oxen, sheep, and 
slaves were taken, after which we returned to the above-mentioned 
town of Kcwal at a rapid pace, and when we had reached it we 
watered ourselves and our horses till all were satisfied. 

The Sultan then ascended the; hill which lies to the west of 
Kcwal, encamping then-, and gathering around him his whole army, 
with what they had taken of divers kinds of property. The night 
was spent there, and in the morning of the Wednesday wc marched 
to the west towards the town of Sim, in which were our people and 
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our troops. Wc only halted for tlie performance of our prayers 
until wo arrived at the town of Selih nearly at sunset, where we 
watered our thirsty horses and passed the night. After the 
morning prayer and before sunrise, we mounted, and the j)cople 
were all in haste to reach Sim ; we readied first Ekma, then 
Oharfal, and lastly the neighbourhood of Jim. Here a surmise 
arose among our people that the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil had gone 
with his troops to the town of Sim, in order to attack the party 
whom we had left there with the four captains above mentioned. 
This surmise did not prove to be correct. We advanced, however, 
in the direction of Sim at a cautious pace, and between liojie and 
fear, until we arrived close to the town. There our people beheld 
the mark of camels belonging to the liuliila tribe, and this fact 
became generally known, and every one who was with us bad 
an opportunity to ascertain it and to relieve his mind from every 
kind of doubt or uncertainty. Upon this the Sultan dispatched 
three scouts, one of them a shieldsmau named Semh ; the second, 
the Junior Priest Muhammed, son of 'Ayisha, and the third, llannu, 
a crossbow-man (or a fusilcer). 

Of these three scouts the two first reached the cam)) of our 
people, but llannu, the crossbow-man, seeing the dust which rose 
into the air from the (light of the Bulala, returned to our Sultan 
and told hiin not to go to Sim, but rather to take a more northerly 
direction, as he might then chance to light upon the traces of the 
liulala thereabouts. The Sultan took this advice, turned his horse's 
head in that direction with his forces, at a gallop. The High Priest 
also, the author of this book, Ahmed, son of Saliyya, with his learned 
friend and companion, the pilgrim, the lord of the country of Piya, 
galloped after the Sultan until their horses were exhausted with 
the rapid pursuit. Many of the baggage camels of the fugitives, 
and many of the men of Pulfda who were mounted on camels 
were also killed, but their horsemen distanced us and escaped. 

To return to what relates to the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil and his 
forces: we have to mention that as soon as he heard through 
Uakarmi that the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali, was come 
into the country of Kanim, had found the whole of his family on 
the road, even to the woman tShuinsa, had taken them all, had 
encamped at Sim, and had marched again from thence to the east 
with the design of making war upon the tribe of Tub, leaving the 
weaker portion of his troops in Sim, the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil 
resolved, after holding a council with his commanders and governors, 
to proceed with his troops to Jini. He put this resolve in execution 



70 HISTOKY OF EVENTS DU11INU EXPEDITIONS 

and marched rapidly to Sim in (lie night of tlic Wednesday. From 
what wc have ascertained, there was no lire lighted that night by 
anyone in their cainji. On the Thursday morning they made a 
circuit and came noon the eastern road by which our Sultan had 
marched to make war on I lie tribe of Tub. This they did as a 
stratagem, so that the people of iSurnO should not at fust imagine 
that they were of the tribe of lliilitln. And in fact, when the 
people of HurnO heard of their approach, they imagined it was the 
Sultan, Jdris the Pilgrim, who was coining, and whose signs were 
seen. In consequence, (lie shicldsinen went out to meet him, who 
were most of them men of the country of Ohufuta, of the tribe of 
Tumaghir, so doing in the hope of being the first to welcome the 
Sultan, and thus to gain an increase of favour and consideration 
in his eyes. But when they had approached to within about the 
distance necessary for putting a horse to his speed, they perceived 
distinctly that the truth was not as they had imagined. Of the 
four captains who were in the midst of Scnsena' as lieutenants of 
the Sultan, none went out of Sonsena but Dcltiighizim, with his 
troops following after the shicldsmcn. According to our informa- 
tion it would appear, that when the people of Hulala saw the small 
array of horsemen and of shicldsmcn they halted, fearing that a 
large army might be following these out of Sensena. They there- 
fore turned their attention to what might be comiug out of the 
town in the rear of this party. Seeing, however, no support to 
them leave the town, cupidity took possession of them, and they 
undertook to overwhelm this party as they were so few in number. 
Hut the shicldsmcn perceived the preparations which were being 
made to attack them, ami retreated towards Sensena. The people 
of Bulfda pursued them, however, at full speed of their horses, and 
not one of the shieldsuien escaped but those to whom God gave 
safety by deferring the term of their deaths. On the other hand, 
Delclu-Ghizim, having learnt that the approaching party were men 
of Hulala, halted near to the town on the outskirts of Sensena, and 
courageously awaited (heir approach until a few of them came in 
contact with his parly. Then, perceiving the superiority of the 
Bulala people in point of the number of their horsemen, he desisted 
from his intention of at larking them, gave way with his party, and 
retreated. The men of Jiulfila pursued these as they had pursued 
the Bhieldsmen who had gone out of the town in advance of the 
rest of the townspeople. 

' This word appears to signify a capital forliDeJ town, and is hero applied to 
tlic town of Siui or Jhii.-J.W.tt. 
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According to the accounts given by some persons, one of (lie 
Itulilla horsemen caught hold of Deletu by the hand when lie turned 
away in the direction of Sensena, and tried to null liim off his 
horBc, wishing to make liim his prisoner. • Deletu perceived, however, 
that his own horse was strong and the horse of his adversary weak ; 
ho therefore took firm hold of the pommel of his saddle, and put 
spurs to his horse, which act, when the man of Dulfila had perceived 
it, caused him to relinquish his hold of the hand of Deletu as quickly 
as he could. Deletu and his party then raced with each other, 
vicing with each other as to who should enter the town first. 
Several of the liuliila people entered with them into the midst of 
Sensena, but the bulk of them halted outside and refrained' from 
entering on account of the danger, and out of cowardice. Of those 
who thus entered some were quickly killed in the midst of Sensena, 
and others escaped by flight and scrambling out again. 

Of the three lieutenants of the Sultan, we will here relate what 
wc heard from those who were present in Sensena. First of all, 
the Commander Kigliima-Bokr, son of 'Abdu-'llah, remained by 
himself in one quarter of Sensena after his followers had moved 
away from him; secondly, the Commander Siyuruinuh-Jiir (or 
Yibr), son of the Sultan Idils, drew himself up with his followers in 
the middle of Sensena, opposite the people of Hulula, in order of 
battle, acting courageously, lighting and repelling them until they 
retired in disorder; thirdly, the Commander lliytirma acted in a 
similar manner to Siyurmuh ; as to the fourth Commander Deletu, 
we have already related his acts and deeds. 

To return to our original narrative of the history of our Sultan, 
Idrls the Pilgrim, son of All. When our Sultan changed his road 
towards the town of Sim, after having chased away his enemies of 
the tribe of DulFila, he entered into Sensena about the time of 
afternoon prayer, and all who were therein rejoiced at his arrival 
and prompt return, fear departing from every one in Sensena. On 
that day, of the tribe of Jiulrda, Minima, son of Ahmed, was killed. 

On the above mentioned occasion, the drums and other instru- 
ments of music sounded the whole night. In the conllict of that 
day three of our people were wounded, one was Mitriiiiiu-Liyuliili, 
the second Mulaghlania-'Abdu-'llah, son of 'Abdu-'llah, and the 
third Jlunuma-Muhamnied the younger, son of Jiuifiina; they all 
died of their wounds, (may Cod have mercy upon them), and 
Mitrama-Liyatuh, with Wuiiina'-Muhainmed the younger, were 

1 Variant of llimtiuia. 
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buried in Sim; but Mulaghlaina-'Abdu-'llfih was buried in the town 
of Setilni. 

The Sultan marched after thin affair from Jim, and advanced 

with his army, and halted at the town of Uhamarti, which he left 

on the second day, marching towards the south, and encamped in 

the town of Selum, near to that of Yitukunna. Jlcrc it was that 

Mulughlama-'Abdu-'llnli died of his wounds, (may God have mercy 

u|>on him). In this place also wo received intelligence that the 

Sultan VAlidu-'l-Julil had taken up his quarters in the town of 

Uaghlii, firmly establishing himself therein. This intelligence was 

continued, and so soon as our Sultan, idris the Pilgrim, learnt it, he 

ordered his Vezir, ldris, son of ifsiriin, to act as his lieutenant during 

his absence in taking care of the foot-soldiers, the Btorcs, and the 

infirm, setting out himself with the strongest of the cavalry and 

camels for the town of Daghlii in quest of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelll. 

But when he approached near to that place, the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil 

tied from thence to the deserts where there is no water, his 

followers accompanying him there. Our Sultan pursued them with his 

forces, and they made efforts but it was not possible to come up with 

them. They, therefore, returned to us with what booty they had 

taken, consisting in a large quantity of property. The Sultan and 

the Vezir met in the town known by the name of Kergha-Simsim. 

When the Sultan set out for Daghlii, the Vezir also had set out the 

day after in the direction of Simsim, which he reached after 

remaining one night in the town of Burl, in which were the 

companions that had been with Kowma, of the people of Erinl, who 

had been taken prisioncrs and carried iiwny. 

And when our Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, returned 
from his expedition, and he and his Vezir had met in the town of 
Simsim, there chanced to be there certain of a tribe of Arabs and of 
(i tribe of the Tub, between whom and our Sultan a conference 
took place. Those of the tribe of Tub decided on going with us to 
Bui nil, and thither they did go; but the Arabs remained behind in 
Kiinini, after a solemn pact and undertaking having been come to 
between them ami our Sultan. 

Our Sultan did not make a long stay in this place, but marched 
from thence towards the north with his forces, and halted at Burl, 
passing on the day following and halting at Menduh. From hence 
our Sultan set out on an expedition towards the north in pursuit of 
the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-.Jelil. They got sight of him and his followers 
travelling In a westerly direction, and followed them as far as the 
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town of Kitati. And when the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil received 
authentic information that the Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim, with his 
troopH, was following him and his parly, he turned aside into the 
most arid deserts, as was his established custom. Upon thin, our 
Sultan halted in the town of Kitati, waiting for that part of his 
forces which was with Meydela, son of Fatiina, and which had 
rested in Ithc town of Menduh after the departure of the Sultan. 
In this place died DeletQ-Turgha (may God have mercy upon 
him). 

In the morning, therefore, the Sultan's lieutenant, Meydela, son 
of Fatiina, marched from Menduh after the funeral of Deletfl, 
intending to proceed in the direction of Maw. lie placed the 
Bhieldsmen in a body in front of the column, as a measure of 
precaution, and caused the cavalry to follow slowly, until they had 
passed beyond Maw, and then he halted in another place, where the 
messenger sent by our Sultan came up with us, and ordered us all 
to join him in the town of Yereh. Indeed, every wise man has an 
opinion and a plan, and a way of thinking, and a calculation ! Do 
you not see what Meydela did in organizing the marclrof the army t 
How excellent an organization ! 

The next day also the Sultan's lieutenant, Meydela, son of 
Fatiina, marched again, and this time also he placed the shieldsmeu 
in the front of the column as he had done before. Wc halted that 
night in the town of Yikmi before reaching Yereh. After our 
night's repose we started again, and reached the town of Yereh at 
noon, after suffering much from thirst. We entered the town about 
the time of noon prayer, and passed the night in safety. 

In the morning, the three generals assembled at the quarters of 
the High Priest Ahmed, son of Saliyya, there to hold a council. 
One of them was Kighama-Hckr, son of 'Abdu-'llah, the second 
Yerima-'Ali, sou of (Juli, and the third the Lieutenant Meydela, 
son of Fatiina. And they consulted together on the subject of not 
having received any intelligence as to what might have occurred 
between our Sultan and the people of the tribe of liulfila; the 
result of the council being an agreement to remain where they were, 
after having surrounded the whole of the houses with an inclosure 
of 2>al>»s(ulcs or abattis, in length and in breadth. Such was our 
situation, when in a short time accurate intelligence reached us 
from our Sultan, ldiis the Pilgrim, sou of 'All, informing us that 
he was staying in the town of Kitati', after the removal to a dis- 
tance of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil in his ilight from his country, and that the 

' Yiirinutfoi Kitati. -J.W.R. 
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Sultan, tlic Commander (»f the Faithful, Idris tho Pilgrim, desired 
our party to conic to liim. TIihh wo heard from the messenger ; 
and upon this, the Lieutenant Mcydela, son of Fa lima, ordered the 
troop-* to march. Then the foot marched, the horsemen mounted, 
the led-horscs were led, and the shieldsmen were made to advance 
in front of the cavalry, in I he sainc manner as before. In this 
order we Ret out for Silali; and then it was that we saw the 
pilgrim, son of AUisa, and met him on the road travelling towards 
us, and bringing a letter from our Sultan for us to march towards 
him with the troops, as also one who knew the road, a man of 
sagacity. When wo had thus met him, our people were very 
happy and rejoiced with an exceeding great joy; wo then marched 
with him until we reached the camp of our Sultan, in which were 
his troops, before the time of noon-prayer. There every one sepa- 
rated and sought out his own companions, and by reason of this 
meeting the pleasure of every one was complete from the Sultan 
downwards; and this for two reasons, the first from having joined 
the Commander of the Faithful in health and safety, the second on 
account of the fuel which was in the possession of the party that 
had accompanied the Sultan. The people then occupied themselves 
in seeking food, whether of millet, or otherwise. And the Sultan 
rested two whole days. After which he marched from Si tall, sub- 
sequently to giving notice by beat of drum, and took a westerly 
road in the intention of reaching the land of Durnfi, with all his 
people, commanders, guards, shieldsmen, javelin men, and archers, 
without leaving one behind. He encamped not far from SitatI, 
and from thence the Arabs who had been with him returned to 
their homes, after having demanded and obtained permission to do 
so. And the Sultan continued to conduct his army towards the 
west by easy stages, until he arrived at the town of Bin. In this 
place he caused a herald (u proclaim among the people that every 
one who had any captives in his possession was to present himself 
with all such captives before the Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim (whom 
God strengthen and assist !), and that if any one concealed a single 
Muslim captive, he would sin against God and the Prophet. Upon 
this, every one brought the captives that were in his hands, 
whether freemen or slaves, without any being left behind, ami pre- 
sented themselves as they had been commanded. Then the Sultan, 
Commander of the Faithful, ordered the free captives to be sepa- 
rated from the Blaves, 1 that is, that all freemen, whether malo or 

' According to Muslim l-aw, Holding can ever make a frceborn Muslim 
become a bond Otic slavo; but all uon Muslim captives of war become slaves. 
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female, should be separated absolutely. They were in ooiiBequenco 
ho separated ; and after this separation, the Sultan sent home to 
their tribes and families all the freemen, but kept the slaves to bo 
distributed. Verily our Sultan, ldrls the Pilgrim, did this merely 
from the goodness and generosity with which Clod had endowed 
him, well knowing the ancient mode of procedure used in like canes 
by the Sultans of the Hulala when they were in the habit of making 
excursions into the land of liiirnu; that is, that they never made 
any distinction between freemen and slaves, but distributed them 
all. Such had been their custom in days gone by, and such were 
the acts of our Sultan, following the path of justice and equity 
with every good quality, as we have formerly narrated in the 
beginning of this work. The characteristics of a virtuous disposi- 
tion are many and various, respecting which there is no contention. 
May God place us and every Mussulman among the people of this 
category, marked with tho distinguishing features of faith and good 
works, who attain unto the extreme of happiness, felicity, and 
beatitude, lie alone is the hearer of prayer, and the grantor of 
requests. 

Now, when the Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant him honour in this world as in 
the world to come!), showed his inuniliccnce in the town of Mil by 
releasing the whole of the free captives without ransom, as a result 
of his generosity and greatness of mind, he ordered his army to 
disperse, each man to his own country, after exciting them to 
renew their preparations for another expedition, by providing them- 
selves with beasts of burden, arms, and provisions, such as are 
necessary to all warriors striving for the good of their country and 
their faith, lie was by no means wanting in his exhortations to 
them, or in his invitations to prepare themselves and hold them- 
selves in readiness to set out in the direction of whatever country 
Providence might decide for them. 

The generals, governors, and guards, separated therefore, and 
went away each to his own home. But after a very short time 
news was brought that the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil had drawn near 
with his forces to the town of ISelowj, beating his drums as he 
marched. And when our Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris 
the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God strengthen him and fortify him!), 
heard this intelligence, he prepared to go and face them; but they, 

Thus the captive Muslims were sllll freemen, ami not slaves like their non- 
MiiHlim fellow-prisoncre. Hail the terms ever been used, llio words "cubl&v- 
nblo" timl " nou-eubltivablc " would oxpress llio ideas.— J. W.H. 
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their Sultan 'Abdu-1-Jolil, and his parly, turned away towards the 
north, and wont to the town of Kera and to the town of Jctekil, 
where they rested a short time. The Vczlr Idtis, son of Hiiruii, was 
then Btaying at Hnltili, near to I lie two towns of Kera and Jeteku; 
hut the Hulfila people were unable to undertake anything against 
him, in spite of the small distance that separated him from them ; 
for they well knew his bravery, his lirnincsH, and the impetuosity of 
his attack. Thus mailers rested for several days; and when tho 
Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim (may Clod bless his children and his pos- 
terity!), became acquainted with (Ik; attitude of the Vezlr and of the 
enemy, it did not seem good to him to remain in Uhambcrii without 
inarching towards the Ve/.ir. I'pon this, therefore, he set out 
towards evening on the Wednesday, marching quickly, and halted 
at the town of Mila; from thence he started after a night's rest, 
halted in a town towards the middle of the forenoon, and then con- 
tinued his march until he had reached the town of lierl, from 
whence he passed on to (JhayO, joined his Vezir, and after their 
junction marched with the forces and encamped in the town of 
Sekurta about the lime of nigh I -prayer. That day our people used 
great exertions in performing these marches. 

Intelligence was then received to the effect that the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jelil had turned back from the town of Jeteku and gone 
towards the cast, camping in the town of Ekrima, while our Sultan 
also reached a town named " Red-Water" (El-Ma'u-'l-Alnnar), at 
a swift pace. After reaching this spot, ho would not follow tho 
road he had formerly taken through Selii, but turned aside, he and 
his forces, towards the north, in the desire of reaching the above- 
named town of Ekriina. He made vvory exertion to hasten his 
march, and about noon halted at a well in which there was plenty 
of water, where he watered his horses, and from whence ho started 
afjain with his followers after having performed the mid-day prayer 
and also that of the afternoon. Our Sultan was not then accom- 
panied by the two principal men of his army, Kighatna and Ycrlnia, 
according to what we have heard from some of the chief officers. 
He travelled with all diligence until sunset, and after the evening 
prayer mounted again with his forces, making every possible haste 
in the march until they reached the great dug well with a wide 
mouth and abundance of water, from whence they irrigate the lands 
where millet is sown, the name of the well being Hebuka. Here 
they all alighted, ami watered (heir horses with great case and 
expedition, and they spread themselves about the neighbourhood in 
order to suspend tho nose-bags on their horses, remaining in this 
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place as long as God willed, until the end of a portion 'of the 
night, as the half, or the third part. God is he who knows the 
truth in this respect. Some of the party found grass for their 
horses. 

They then mounted again in a great hurry, and marched during 
the remainder of the night until the break of dawn, when the 
Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, halted for the performance of 
morning prayer, and after that they all mounted and set out 
towards the town of lkrima, continuing on tins march until near 
noontime. Now the dust of our army as it; rose; and extended itself, 
overshadowing the country as the sun attained his altitude, was 
seen by the people who came out of the place where the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jelil was staying, to fetch in their corn; and they turned 
back to report what they had seen. Then were the drums beat 
softly, in haste, and with a lack of composure, in order to recall 
their people who had that morning dispersed themselves into the 
desert. 

According to what we have heard, the tribe of liulfila have two 
different Avays of beating their drums. When they receive bad, 
disagreeable news, they beat them softly, but quickly and without 
composure; but when pleasing intelligence reaches them, they beat 
them slowly and with composure, without haste. Thus have wc 
heard from natives of Kaiiim, who reported these words. 

Now when they perceived the dust we raised, spreading in the 
air and reaching unto the clouds, they lamented with an exceeding 
lamentation, and trembled for their lives with great fear. And they 
were agitated, and came down in terror; some of them fled on foot, 
others mounted on horseback, and some on camels, and they became 
scattered in a stale of (light and dismay, like asses frightened and 
terrified by a lion, or like sheep and goals which have perceived 
wolves hunting for prey, and cannot distinguish one thing from 
another. Thus did they lly and thus were they dispersed; the 
army of the Sultan followed them swiftly at full speed. Of their 
horsemen, we did not overtake a single one this time; but we 
found the whole of their camels, and all the oxen that were in their 
possession, without one escaping; their utensils also, and their 
furniture, wc found thrown about and cast to the ground. There 
were no wares, no merchandise or other effects remaining; and as 
to the women who were with them in this place, not one of them 
got away. 

When the heat of the day acquired its full intensity, our Sultan 
returned to the well that was by the side of their camp, in order to 



78 HISTORY OF EVENTS DUWNQ EXPEDITIONS 

water the horses, The bulk <>r the commanders and ofliccre also 
returned with lite Sultan to the well, bringing their followers with 
them; only the general, the brave champion, the Vezlr Mils, Ron of 
llfmln, did not return from pursuing the enemy until noon, and 
then only on account of the thirst from which his horses were 
suffering, otherwise he would have followed them to the remotest 
places. 

The crowd of our people becoming very great round the mouth 
of the well, our Sultan commanded his troops to dig other wells, so 
that the affairs of the people might be net in order, and their neces- 
sities be provided for in point of water. They dug, therefore, 
several wells, and were themselves fully supplied with water, ub 
were also their horses and cattle. 

After watering his horses, the Sultan, Idrls the Pilgrim (inay 
God grant him prosperity!), turned to go to the camp deserted by 
the enemy, and alighted at the habitation of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil. Thus 
likewise did our own captains and commanders take similar pos- 
session of the quarters deserted by his officers; so that there was 
not one of the late habitations of the Hnlala which was not occupied 
by one of our people. Still, as there was not a sufficient number of 
habitations to contain the whole of our army, those who could not 
find room were obliged to go out into the open country to pass the 
night there. The High Priest Ahmed, son of Safiyya, author of 
this book, took up his quarters on this occasion in the habitation of 
the Vezir named Pirn. The army remained here with our Sultan 
two whole days, making merry and rejoicing exceedingly. 

At noon on the third day the Sultan gave to the people the 
signal of departure by canning the big drum to be beat. They 
mounted, therefore, and travelled with him towards the place known 
by the name of Rubuka. They passed two nights on the road, 
arriving at that place on the third day, and halting there in the 
middle of the forenoon; after which we set out again and journeyed 
until we reached the town of JJorih. Upon which the Sultan, the 
Pilgrim, Commander of the Faithful, commanded the people who 
were with him to prepare themselves and to procure an abundance 
of necessaries, with a sufliciency of munitions, so as to be ready for 
a new expedition when the autumn should set in and the unripe 
dates should begin to turn yellow. This command was heard with 
pleasure; and the Sultan, after performing his noon and afternoon 
devotions at Bari, set out again in a southerly direction, and has- 
tened his pace, and arrived in the night near to Kcbuh; he left that 
place also, and halted about napping time at the town of Kikcri. 
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Passing onwards with his forces towards Dcbiibuh, he arrived tlicro 
in the evening; and in the course of this day there fell a violent 
rain, luting the first that falls before the termination of the summer 
season. 

In the morning the Sultan, the Pilgrim, started from Dcbiibuh 
and halted at the town of lie way a about noon. The minds of 
our people here found groat satisfaction, seeing that they drew 
near to the town of (ihambcrQ. From licwaya the Commander of 
the Faithful, the Sultan, ldria the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God aid 
and protect him!), started after performing his noon and afternoon 
devotions, and travelled with his troops towards (ihambcrii, arriving 
there in the latter part of the afternoon. And the people who were 
in the great city, such as Fokfuna-'Ali, son of Gliarii, with those 
who were with him, and others besides, red men and black, rejoiced 
at the approach of our Sultan in a wished-for manner, and a desir- 
able condition, after driving away the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jehl and hia 
people from the town of lkrima, seizing their effects and their goods, 
even their provisions. They offered congratulations, they shook 
hands, they embraced each other, for the return of the Sultan in 
complete triumph and with his army safe, lie then commanded them 
also to apply themselves to prepare every kind of warlike stores, 
and necessaries, so as to return to the land of Kanim in all haste, 
and not to lose the opportunity of the date season before arriving 
there. 

Our Sultan resolved upon adopting this surprising course and 
this amazing measure, by reason that he knew the benefits 
derived from their dates by the people of the land of Kanim is a 
question of great importance. lie wished therefore to carry on an 
expedition into their country at that particular season, so as to 
bring the greater injury u|k>ii them. Besides this, he would have 
great facilities in subsisting his men and his cattle, by reason of the 
abundance of grass and water and vegetables. Therefore he pre- 
ferred that season to any other. 

Then the governors, commanders, and guards made ready their 
preparations against Kanim in a very short space of lime; and the 
army collected together the men of the east and of the west, of the 
north and of the south, and joined themselves to the body of guards 
in the town of Ghatlih, excepting those who dwelt towards the 
east, such as the men of Ghufiifa, and others living in that direc- 
tion; these remained in their towns awaiting our arrival there. 

So when the people had thus joined him in the town of Ghalfih, 
he departed from thence, after the big drum had been beaten, and 
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took the road to Kfiniin, marching by the side of or towards tlio 
River Thflcl, and thus continuing until lie arrived at GlmfOta, then 
at Helowj, then at Sckriit, and lastly, in the neighbourhood of Rliru. 
In this latter place, the Sultan held a council of war on the question 
of causing the best of the horHeitien to take the lead of the army 
and proceed towards Kiinim; and lie ordered them to prepare pro- 
visions for carrying this measure into execution. And he appointed 
the commander Hiriiinn-Yflghii over the party that he left behind 
with the baggage-camels, the baggage, and the weaker of the 
Bhieldsmen, commanding him to march to the town of Oharni- 
Kiyala, the same celebrated place where formerly the battle took 
place between the Sultan Idrls, son of 'All, son of Ahmed, arid the 
Saltan Diinma, son of Sehna, until the Sultan Idrls obtained the 
succour of tied Most High over his enemies. 

Our Sultan, the Silllan, Idrls the Pilgrim, marched after the sun 
had risen, and journeyed with the princes of his people, men known 
for their courage and strength, men who cared for no human 
creature, and feared not the revilings of the reviler while executing 
their sovereign's commands, who were never backward in causing 
his word to take effect. And they proceeded until they reached the 
town of KesBa-Kemisnu about noontime, halting there for the after- 
noon nap. After performing the noon and afternoon prayers, he 
started again at a rapid pace with his army, and arrived at the 
town of Leba towards evening, a little before sunset. This is a 
celebrated town, and according to what we have heard, its inhabi- 
tants till the arable lands without rain. Our Sultan passed the night 
there, and in the innriiiug conducted his army towards the east, 
journeying until be reached the town of Gharni-Kiyfila in two or 
three days, lie halted (here about, the middle of the forenoon, and 
the people rested there a little, watered their beasts, and performed 
I heir noon and afternoon devotions. They then mounted their 
horses and ascended a high hill in the direction of the well; from 
thence they moved forward towards the east, in the design of 
reaching the town or iKscmbu 1 , travelling until sunset, when 1 they 
encamped in the open country for the people to cat their food and 
hang their nose-bags on to their horses. It was a very difficult 
matter to eat a meal in such a place, since the prevalent custom is 
for cooking to be done by women and female slaves, not by men 
and male slaves; whereas, in this journey there was not a single 
female slave accompanying one of us. For this reason, cooked 
victuals became a great luxury ami very scarce. 
• Vnrlnnt of YcnscmMl, p. 81. 
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Wo remained there but a short time: after which wc got into 
our saddles and travelled the whole night. Again, when we had 
performed the morning prayer we mounted and journeyed at a 
rapid rale until wc had reached the town of Vessam, which is in 
the vicinity of Yesseinbu. Before we had travelled far, distinct 
traces appeared; upon which our people wished to make a foray in 
that direction. The Sultan, however, Idrls the Pilgrim, prohibited 
them from doing bo until we approached near to them, when he 
ordered the Vezir ldris, son of Uarun, and Forkma-Muhainined, son 
of the daughter of Fiitima, to make a dasli at the quarters of 'Abdu- 
'1-Jelil, son of Bih: he also ordered the rest of his troops to attack 
Kehihma Dunma, son of Bih. The horse were thus sent in two 
directions to the two different quarters alluded to, and each party 
arrived at the spot to which they had been ordered. Kcluhma- 
Dunma, son of Bih, however, had departed with his followers from 
the town, and emigrated to a distance from his native place; so 
that our people found his house empty, and could lay their hands 
on nothing whatever, excepting what they found scattered about 
on the ground. And as to 'Abdu-'I.Jelil, son of Bih, lie, too, lied and 
saved himself, dreading our warriors, and leaving his wife, the 
daughter of Yeriina, behind him in his house, turning his back upon 
her when he perceived the dust of our army rising into the air; and 
lie vended the saying that "a man's own escape is more profitable to 
him than the escape of his wife;" for this reason he ran away, leaving 
her behind. Again, "the necessity of saving one's life is more strin- 
gent than the inconvenience of being without a wife," as is remarked 
in the book on the affairs of Africa. 

Our troops now dis|>ersed to the north and to the south in search 
of prisoners, and collected an immense booty. On that day was 
taken captive the woman, daughter of Sirunia-'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of 
the Sultan, wife of the Pilgrim, son of Dija, in like manner as the 
woman, daughter of Yerima and wife of 'Abdu-'l-Jehl, son of Bih. 
Neither did our people cease from exploring the interior of the land 
of Kiiuim and from taking prisoners until the sun had nearly reached 
the meridian. Then the Sultan turned away towards the west to 
seek for water, and with him the whole of the army, after becoming 
fatigued by the excess of their movements, both horses and men 
being thoroughly weary. They arrived then at the town of Dellih, 
where there is an abundance of date trees yielding- large! and good 
fruit. Here the Sultan and all his followers watered their horses, 
after which the Sultan ascended a hill on the western side of the 
town, and alighted in the midst of the dale groves. Our people 
vol.. xix. (J 
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dispersed themselves in search of shade, that they might shelter 
themselves from the heat of the Kim; and they did a large amount 
of damage to the inhabitants of this place, cutting all the ripest and 
juiciest and most promising fruit, as well aw the unripe, since there 
is much and perfect nutriment for the cater in these latter. 

Our people passed two nights in this place, and on the morning 
of the third they mounted :md took a westerly direction in the view 
of effecting a junction with that part of the army which was left under 
the orders of Ycrfima-Yilglin, leaving to Providence to decide where 
the junction should take place. Under these circumstances, intelli- 
gence was received that the tribe of Tub was gathered together on 
our road, and had interposed themselves between us and our other 
companions. This tribe inhabits the wilderness. The intelligence 
thus received was confirmed and proved to be correct; upon proof 
of which the Sultan commanded the Ve7.tr, Idrls, eon of IlfirQn, atid 
Erjenfinia-'Abdu-'llah, Son of Sa'id, with others of the most distin- 
guished personages among his governors, commanders, and guards, 
to take the lead and to march against the above-named tribe of 
Tub. These, therefore, made all haste to come up with those 
sinners; and the Sultan followed after them, marching quickly, but 
without galloping, so that he might learn with certainty all that 
might happen. Before he could come up with them, ho was in- 
formed that the ollieers he had sent in advance against the Tub, 
had fallen in with them ; that the whole of the tribe of Tub had 
placed themselves in battle array, seizing their shields and their 
javelins, and resolved to dispute the passage with the officers. 
This was communicated 1)3' a person of confidence, not a liar, nor a 
vagabond. 

The Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim (may God succour him with a 
mighty assistance!), then spurred his horse on in an impetuous 
manner, his example being imitated by all his governors and com- 
manders who were with him, and they galloped at full speed in 
advance of their Sultan until they came up with the tribe of Tub 
drawn- up in battle array. Every one of the commanders and 
governors then dashed into the fight with the eneury under the cyo 
of their Sultan without the slightest pause; and the battle became 
sore against the Tub, and they turned their backs in utter confusion, 
pursued by the whole of our horse, who killed the men and made 
captives of the women. None of them escaped but such as (<od 
saved by his decree of destiny. The Sultan followed up the pursuit 
of them into distant deserts, and every one of them that he saw 
wounded and weltering in his blood, ho ordered to be dispatched by 
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killing, bo that he might die. Not one that we saw with our eyes 
escaped from thence. Death dealt with them on that day more 
subtilely than the heaviness of indigestion ; and that day was more 
unfortunate for them than the day in which the tribe of 'fid was 
destroyed by a hurricane, as God has narrated in his plainly written 
Scripture. 

When the enemy we were pursuing were utterly extinguished, 
our Sultan turned aside in quest of a dug well in which there was 
abundance of water, so as to water his horses and give drink to his 
army. The sought-for well was found, and the horses were watered 
without stint; after which the troops dispersed to shady places 
and reposed a while. Some of our people even had a second 
draught of water after the fast, but others were not so fortunate. 
Thus the Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim (may God strengthen him and 
fortify him !), invented by his sagacity a wonderful plan and an 
astonishing scheme. 

He then inarched from thence towards the town of Charni- 
Kiyfda to make a junction with that part of his army that he had 
left with Iub lieutenant and representative J liriuna before; and he 
caused an intelligent guide to inarch in advance of the army, to lead 
the people in the road to the town of Gharui, as conducting thereto, 
lie was a robust man of the tribe of Tub which we had exterminated, 
a man whom our troops bad spared and loft alive when they 
destroyed his tribe, so as to make use of him as a guide in the road 
when we should move forwards. The preservation of this man 
alive was one of the Sultan's sagacious ideas; for bad it not been 
for him, the road leading to Gharni would have remained undis- 
covered by our people. lie preceded our army until he had brought 
them to the town without one mistake and without any deviation 
from the direct road. 

We then watered our horses and our camels unto the very last 
of them ; after which, we ascended towards the east from the well, 
and dismounted on a table land, each man getting off his horse, and 
every one causing his baggage camel to kneel down, in the idea 
that we were going to halt and encamp there until the weak portion 
of our army should join us, which we had left with lliruma-Hir, son 
of the Sultan, anil llirunia-Yagha. AVo waited in expectation until 
the, morning, when authentic information was brought that the 
troops were approaching the town of Gharui, whom we had left in 
company with the lieutenant. And all the people who were with 
the lieutenant rejoiced at the junction, and at our Vicing again 
assembled in one camp. The Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, 

G 2 
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however, immediately dinpalclic<l a messenger lo tlie lieutenant and 
his party, with orders for them to halt on the table land to the west 
of the town of Gharni, until he should permit them to take up their 
quarters or to come to him ; so they halted there, and nothing but 
the fortified town of Gharni intervened then between them and our 
party. 

When our Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris the Pilgrim, 
quitted his lieutenant and the weaker {tortion of his forces on the 
day that he set out in the intention of reaching Issemhii, he made a 
proclamation to those who wore to accompany him on the expedition, 
that each man should take eight days' provisions with him. Upon 
this he started for JsRombn, and afterwards returned to Gharni, and 
there did not elapse between the arrival of the Sultan on his return 
and the arrival of the lieutenant, but seven days, neither more nor 
loss. It was for this reason that he ordered the lieutenant with his 
parly to hall short of his own station, and not to effect a complete 
junction with those who had accompanied himself, so that the eight 
days should be completed which he had fixed in his proclamation, 
and that Ii'ir word should accord with the event. Such coincidences 
are uncommon. 

The next morning found us at Gharni in the above recited 
disposition, and the eight days were completed which had at first 
been fixed upon by the Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris 
the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant him honour, and bless liis 
children and posterity for ever and ever, from age to age; for God 
Most High is the 1 fearer of prayer and the Grantor of requests!), 
he marched from Gharni, ordering his lieutenant to march also. 
The Sultan with his parly took the lead, preceding the lieutenant, 
who, with his forces, followed in the rear of the Sultan. In this 
order they proceeded towards the east in the design of reaching 
certain fruit groves. These II icy reached about napping time, and 
the Sultan dismounted in a hollow. The lieutenant then canto 
forward with his party, so that retch person that was with him 
cotdd re-attach himself to his original company in the camp. Thus 
were completed the eight days first marked out, and the night was 
passed in that region. 

In the morning the Sultan marched with his whole army, leaving 
no part behind, but the whole in a body without any subdivision ; 
they proceeded thus until they halted at a place known by the name 
of Yidli, which is a town in which there are many fruit trees. At 
that time the fruit (dates) wits hanging down even with the roots of the 
trees. So the people dispersed, and every man occupied himself 
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with cutting fruit for his own use j great and small, they all spread 
themselves about, cutting the fruit for their horses, camels, asses, 
and oxen. Some of the people pounded the fruit until it became 
like paste, some ate it in its natural state ; some scattered them 
over the surface of the wilderness after Laving eaten to repletion ; 
some threw them down under the palm trees, others cut the green 
dates before they were ripe or (it to be eaten, as an act of enmity, 
and threw them over the plain ; bo that they destroyed the fruit in 
every different way, taking great pains and much trouble, in order 
that the fruit should utterly vanish from Yidli, from Dcbckii, and 
other places where it abounds. They remained in this place but a 
few days, until they had destroyed the fruit from every point of the 
horizon; and we were as the motes in the sunbeams. So when 
everything was reduced to the condition above described, the 
Sultan with the whole of his people put themselves in motion, 
marching towards the south of the land of Kanim, and halted in a 
country abounding in fruit, and named Ohugha (or Fugha). Here 
also they destroyed the fruit as they had done in the country of 
Yidhih, of Duhku, and others. Here the rain fell in abundance after 
our Sultan had alighted. And he inarched again with his army, 
passing onwards, and halting near to the town of Dellih, after 
passing it; nor did they cease from journeying towards the south 
of the laud of Kanim, day after day, until they had reached the 
town of Iwcneh, or near to it. There they passed two or three 
nights, and then set out anew, with all diligence, for the town of 
Daghlawa, which is a noted place among the people of Kanim, and 
was at that time a very populous town with an exceedingly great 
multitude of inhabitants residing in it. 

And when we had passed the town of Dehni, our people 
perceived some scouts stationed by the people of the town of 
Daghlawa on horseback. These our people wished to capture; but 
they turned back in Night, and our people gave chase at full speed. 
They could not catch them, however, on account of the great 
quantity of water collected in pools which were full at that time. 
For this reason they gave up the pursuit. The heat of the day 
becoming extremely oppressive, the Sultan and his army alighted 
in that spot with the intention of spending the night. 

As soon as the greater part of the night w;is passed, and dawn 
was approaching, the Sultan with his army mounted and marched, 
journeying towards Daghalwa; they performed the morning prayer 
on the road, after which they advanced again, passing through 
many pools of water in their journey, until the middle of the fore- 
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noon, when they reached the town, and found it deserted by its 
inhabitants, who had all lied in the night, after being informed- by 
their hcouIr that we wen; coming towards them. Upon finding 
this, our jHjople were divided in opinion, Home going to the south* 
and others to the east, whereas those who were on camels and of the 
tribe of Kiyiim, with others, followed up the traces of the fugitives 
before arriving at Daghalwa, as soon as they perceived them clearly 
trending towards the north. These last overtook the fugitives, and 
took from them much booty; whereas those who followed different 
roads met with hut trilling spoil as God has destined for them. 

The •Siillnu passed the night in this place;, and in the morning 
the heat of drum gave the signal of departure. We started, there- 
fore, taking a westerly direction, intending to return to BurnO. 
This change of route was determined upon by our Sultan ldris, tho 
Pilgrim (may God succour him!), solely by reason of the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jelil having retired to a great distance. And thus, when 
the Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, Commander of the Faithful, came into 
the land of Kfinim in the season of rain, the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil 
fled to the utmost limits of the deserts. 

According to some accounts that we have heard, as soon as our 
Sultan reached the town of Ismebii on his march, the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil lied from the town of Aghu, with all who were with him of 
his people, and they dispersed completely. As for 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, 
son of Bih, he, too, (led to distant deserts about Itnaweh and other 
places, nor did he approach the land of Kiin'mi again until our 
Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, turned back from Daghulwii towards 
BurnO. So also, tho whole of the officers of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelil retired from the land of Kaiiim, as he had done. 

One of his stratagems was this. When the Sultan, ldris tho 
Pilgrim, arrived at the town of Yidh, and the troops were occupied 
in tie matter of the dates, he came to an outskirt of Yidh on a 
sudden, seized a few camels, and lied to the desert. After this no 
one, neither 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, nor any oue else, made his appearance 
until the return of the Commander of the Faithful, ldris the Pilgrim, 
sou of 'All, to Burnu (may God grant him honour in this world and 
in the next!). 

To return, however, to our original history. When our Sultan 
arrived at the town of Daghalwa, and his captains separated in 
different directions round the town in quest of captives, he passed 
but one night there, and set out at early dawn the next day. So it 
was until he reached the town of Ghalii, or the region of Chain, or 
the neighbourhood of Tetcnu. And our people found an abundanoo 
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of provisions in the neighbourhood of Tctcnii, and their distress 
from short allowance ceased; for they had plenty of millet, of milki 
and of condiments to cat with their bread; it was also easy to find 
wild pot-herbs when they were required. In short, the circum- 
stances of our people were changed from distress to abundance. 
;i { Our Sultan continued after that journeying towards our own 
country of Burnfi, by easy stages, sleeping by night and napping at 
the regular time, until he reached the town of Kfir (or lluwur) with 
all his forces. There was no one among the inhabitants to contend 
against him, neither was there any hardship to endure, unless it 
may be tin; fatigue of the journey which fell upon us, and which is 
a variety of pain and Buffering. Now, when the morning appeared 
in the town of Itiiruh, and the army prepared to inarch towards 
Burnu, the Sultan presented himself to his troops, and harangued 
them, ordering them to prepare themselves by procuring three days' 
provisions. They obeyed the order and procured such food as 
would last them three days, returning then to the Sultan with all 
dispatch. 

After this he set out and marched with them towards the north, 
in the direction of the town of Siruh, a day and a night. On the 
morning of the second day, after advancing a little, our people per- 
ceived much property, consisting in oxen and sheep, which they 
seized, and of which there was enough for all of them; but there 
were only a few camels. They passed the night in that place, tilled 
with great joy for what God had bestowed upon them in his favour. 
The next morning, being the third day, the last of the contract pro- 
posed by the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim (may his Lord grant him 
honour!), he turned back towards the camp in which he had left his 
lieutenant, and we marched with him, reaching them about sunset, 
when both parties rejoiced, those of the expedition, and those who 
had remained in camp, and they congratulated each other, bade one 
another welcome, and shook hands. 

Consequently upon this, permission was given by boat of drum to 
break up the camp, when every one mounted and »et out on the 
march, continuing thus from day to day, until they halted in the 
town of Dilara, where they spent two or three nights. Our Com- 
mander, Idris the L'ilgrim, did not turn aside in this our return, 
cither to the town of Uhatkih, or to the town of He'ri; but when he 
had reached the town of Ghayawfi, he turned into the path which 
is in the direction of Dilara, and avoided the road to those two 
towns. Upon his departure from Dilara, the army was divided into 
two classes, one of these taking the road to their own homes and 
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quilting their Sultan, while tlic other clans accompanied him until 
they halted with him in the town of Ghambcru by the shore of the 
sea. From this place the governors, commanders, ami guards sepa- 
rated and disjKMsed to their homes, after the Sultan, ldrls the 
Pilgrim, had delivered to them a most eloquent oration, inciting 
them to prepare again all needful things for another cxjiedilion into 
Kan iin, without deliciency and without fail. 

These recommendations of the Sultan wore received with respect 
and readily responded to. So every one departed to his home, and 
without delay or supiiieuess set aliout using' every endeavour to 
procure beasts of burden, spears ami shields, horses and provisions, 
with every other necessary. In this way did our people employ 
their lime until the autumn waned away, and winter had set in. 

Ami when the greater portion of the winter was past, and the 
people had celebrated the feast of the termination of the month of 
fasting, the Sultan set out on his purposed expedition against the 
land of Kanim, starting from the town of Ghamberii on a Sunday 
pi the month of Shcwwiil, and halting in the town of Zentem. So 
when the people heard that the Sultan had inarched, they also 
quitted their homes, and flocked towards him, some joining the 
army at Zentem, and others at more distant places. The High 
Priest Ahmed, son of Safiyya, author of this book, joined the army 
in person at the town of Deybch without his baggage. The inarch 
of the army was continued until it arrived at the town of Itnslwa, 
and thence to 'Atika (query Ghsitika). Here the army received 
great accessions of strength, increasing exceedingly, after which 
it inarched forwards in an easterly direction towards the country of 
Kanim just about the commencement of summer, accompanied by 
the governors and commanders, and arrived at the town of 
GhukQtih ) from thence to lielowj, then Sekerta, then to the town 
of Hiiro, then to the town of Keswfidn. From thence we took the 
road to the town of Slkem, leaving that or Ghnmiimi ; afterwards 
wo proceeded from Slkem to Hirikmih, and then to Wagham ; 
neither did we cease advancing until we reached Wcssfiin, then the 
town of Mawii, then Ghamiit, and then to the great town known 
as Jim. 

When tho Sultan, Tdrls the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant 
him honour in this world and in the next!), encamped at Ghanirii, 
he sent Fcrekma-Muhammed, son of the daughter of Fatima, to 
the town of IJelilghih, as a spy to investigate the state of tho 
country and the occupation of the inhabitants, and to inform him 
of everything he could ascertain. Afterwards, when tho Sultau 
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left Ghamrfi and arrived at the great city of Sim, and had passed 
one night there, the Commander Ferekma-Muhammed returned 
from his excursion after having examined and scrutinized the 
country, and informed the Sultan of all that he had been able to 
ascertain of the state of things in the district of Belftgha. 

After his arrival at Sim, the Sultan only remained there two 
days, or three ; he then marched from thence after ordering his 
troops to provide themselves with water, by the customary method 
of causing a herald to make a proclamation to that effect. So when 
the people heard the proclamation for their providing themselves 
with water in all their vessels, large and small, they set about obtain- 
ing and preparing it ; and when their preparations were completed, 
and the whole congregation had taken a full stock of water, the 
Sultan started with his army, subsequently to the performance of 
the midday and afternoon prayers, and travelled at a quick pace 
until they alighted at the town of Aghali a little before sunset on 
a Monday. They slept there, and on the Tuesday morning they 
marched again towards the town of 'Azlcu. On our march we 
heard shrieks in an easterly direction, and upon enquiry, we were 
informed that the spies of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-.Ielil had come on 
horseback towards us to examine our array and condition ; that 
when they had ascertained our occupation, they had turned back 
quickly upon swift horses; so at least our people pretended. 

Another circumstance connected with the expedition of which 
we are now treating, is that on our arrival at Sim the water becom- 
ing very low in the wells by reason of the long-continued drought, 
the army was divided into two portions, one remaining in charge of 
the wells to dig them, or to water their horses with what they 
could draw therefrom, little by little, and by slow degrees ; while 
the other portion spread itself over the face of the country in search 
of water. And according to what was related to us, when the men 
of the dignitary, the Grand Forager, known as the " Son of the 
handmaid of God," went away over the country in quest of water or of 
food, spies came to them from the Sultan 'A bdu-'l- Jelil in the 
wilderness, and took from the people of Jernm-Muhammed, son of 
the handmaid of God, horses and camels, to the number of we know 
not how many. 

After this the Sultan determined to march from the town of Sim 
on the Monday, and he ordered the Vezir ldris, son of Ilarun, to 
proceed witli his followers in the direction of the enemy. The 
Vc/.ir marched therefore at early morn, and the Sultan, ldris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God succour h ; m!), towards evening, about 
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tlm lime of afternoon prayer, in a southerly direction, and halted at 
the town of Aghiili. 

When the Vezir Idris above-mentioned marched towards the 
enemy, he hulled on that same night of Monday opposite to them, 
as tin; Sultan halted at Aghiili. And when the Sultan marched on 
the Tuesday, and halted with the army at the town of Ghanjcyh 
near about noon, the Vezir did not conic to the Sultan ; but when 
we had performed our noontime devotions, and the hour approached 
for the afternoon prayer, our people descried a cloud of dust rising 
in the direction of the enemy, and those who were near our 
quarters cried out when they perceived thin dust, while the troops 
that were with the Sultan imagined that this must be dust raised 
by the Huliila, and they, too, shouted with a great shout. But 
when this increased, the people who accompanied the Sultan per- 
ceived that it would be much better to prepare for battle ; so they 
arose, put on their armour, hung their swords over their shoulders, 
mounted their chargers, which were also furnished with armour; 
and all this in the shortest time, the twinkling of an eye. They 
then advanced in the direction of the dust, and as they went forth 
from the interior of Sensena, they perceived that the dust was 
caused by the Vezlr Idris, son of Ilarun, returning towards us, so 
the troops went back to their quartern. 

The Vezlr then arrived, and every one alighted in the quarters 
assigned to him, reposing there for the night. And when the 
Lord in his favour and protection brought forth the glorious 
morning, the Sultan ordered the whole army to march, and they 
commenced loading their beasts of burden, after seeing to the pads 
that prevent them from being galled. Then were perceived spies 
sent on the pail of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil to examine into our 
movements, and they returned to him with news of us, as the Vczir 
had gone in their direction in the first instance. So there was a 
similarity of action on our side and on theirs, but perhaps wc 
differed in that respect in another place.. 

To return to the prosecution of our original history. When the 
Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All 
(may God Most High grant liim honour!), moved from Ghanjcyh on 
the Tuesday, and designed to proceed with his army to the town of 
Gharkewa, in which took place the nocturnal battle with our 
enemies, he ordered the horsemen to march with prudence and 
precaution at a vary slow pace, and he also commanded the shields- 
men to observe the same rule ; — the fruits of the sagacity and 
foresight with which God had endowed him in his eternal wisdom ; 
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for tlic wise man is he who prepares for events before they happen. 
lu this maimer we> reached the town of (Jharkowii at a very slow 
pace, and when we had arrived there and alighted, every one of ua 
with the same praiseworthy care and caution, our people began 
immediately to cut down trees of sueh kinds as have thorns about 
them wherewith to surround the whole camp or quarters of the 
Sultan, as much as circumstances would permit of. 

One of the customs of our people, introduced by our Sultan 
Idris the Pilgrim (may God grant him honour!), since his accession 
to the sovereignty, Wiis this: whenever he halted with his forces 
in any camping ground whatever, he commanded that they should 
divide the ground into portions, and that each captain and com- 
mander should have his own individual portion allotted to him, that 
he might lay it out and surround it with a fence, and thus did they 
do until the whole circle of the aliattis was complete with an 
ample space of ground in it, and every one would rest from his 
labour of edifying with the utmost speed and dispatch. 

In this town of Gharku 1 took place a nocturnal battle between 
us and our enemies, when they came upon us suddenly and by 
surprise, though the fence was raised as we had raised it elsewhere. 
And in the construction of this stockade or abattis which our Sultan 
had invented by his judgment and talent, genius and understanding, 
there are many advantages, and much usefulness. In the first 
place, it prevents all animals, whether horses or others, from getting 
out of the camp when they slip their tethers, and may be straying 
about inside : secondly, it prevents thieves from entering to commit 
any mischief or perfidy, for it frightens them, and they turn back : 
thirdly, it prevents those in the camp from going out to commit 
wickedness or vice, and from deserting : fourthly, when the enemy 
attempts to penetrate therein for depredation or for battle in an 
open manner, he is not able to do so before you arc on foot and 
have completed your preparations ere he can come within reach of 
you : fifthly, when many captives and much spoil is taken and are 
placed therein, you may sleep with a tranquil mind and a quiet 
heart : sixthly, when male or female slaves wish to abscond from 
the camp, they arc afraid to leave it. In tine, its uses are innume- 
rable, and for this reason our people constructed it, and did not 
imagine beforehand that the tribe of liulfila would come to the 
camp of our Sultan by night suddenly, though they knew it after- 
wards, subsequently to the night prayer. Some of our people knew 
they were coining in the end of the night, but others did not know 

1 Qkarkowu. 
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of it until llicy had got into tho middle of the camp, or until they 
had approached near to it. 

The cause of that circumstance was this. Formerly strife, 
enmity, and warfare having broken out between the tribe of Bulala 
and our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant him 
honour, and bless his children and his children's children, for over 
and ever, from age to age, for the sake of the Prince of mankind, 
our Prince and Lord, Mohammed the chosen, and his posterity, upon 
him and upon them may God look graciously, and grant them peace, 
Amen!), the Sultan marched into Kauim four different times before 
this expedition in which open warfare occurred between them and 
us by night and by day. In those incursions he destroyed three 
great and celebrated fortresses, levelling them with the ground ; 
one of them was tho large town of Ekina, the second the stockade 
of Aghali, and the third the town of Aghil. The destruction of 
these three fortresses caused great sorrow among the Bulala, but 
withal their whole country was devastated, and besides that, tho 
people residing in Kiiiiitn were transferred to the country of BuruQ, 
even the people of the whole country which lies to the south at a 
distance from the river (query, Lake, Thud), so that not one of the 
tribes was left in the country of Kfuiim of those which migrated to 
the land of Burn ft for some of their people. And besides, these 
did not come to Burnt! of their own free-will and heartfelt desire, 
but on the contrary, they were compelled by force and by fear. 
Indeed, had it not been for the tribe of Tub, who undertook to 
strengthen the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil and assist him, we should have 
undertaken but one single expedition into the land of Kauim. God 
is he who knows the truth of the matter. 

One of the gifts from the Lord of Grace in his goodness and 
favour to our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may his Lord 
grant him honour, and his Superior assist him!), consisted in enabling 
him to cany on war against numerous enemies by means of the 
dread he inspired ; for he was enabled, to light the Sultan of the 
Bulala, who trusted for assistance upon tho tribe of Tub, and he 
opposed them all. Is it not said in what we have heard related 
by the elders and principal people of by-gone days, and by our 
predecessors ami forerunners, that the tribe of Tub sought for war 
against (he Sultan Duiuna, son of Debla, son of the Sultan Selema, 
son of Bckera, openly, until war broke out and continued between 
them and this Sultan Dunnin, seven years, seven months, and 
seven days, tin; fires of strife continuing burning all that while. 
Thus have we heard from persons worthy of credence; whereas 
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in those days the tribe of Bulala did not even exist. And again, 
according to what we heard related by the individual named Dunina- 
Muhammcd the younger, son of Jiyfuna-IIabalha, when he told 
over to us the descents of the olden Sultans, and he was a learned 
man in point of history and ancient chronicles; the number of 
horses belonging to the Sultan Dlinma, son of Debla, was thirty 
thousand. Thus did wo hear from that speaker, and we have 
neither forgotten it, nor been ignorant thereof, since we heard it. 
Now the wars of the Sultan Dunma, son of Debla, were made 
against the single tribe of Tub; whereas those of our Sultan,- Una 
the Pilgrim (may God grant him honour!), wore against the Bulfda, 
the tribe of Tub, and others whose origins are unknown; and he 
faced them all, being patient and relying upon God, and turning 
towards him and putting lii» trust in him, until God gave hint the 
victory over them, turning them back from before him in confusion, 
as we will hereafter relate if God Most High so will it. 

Now the Bulala, after our Sultan had destroyed their towns in 
the land of Kanim, even the town of El; ma, and the town in which was 
the stockade and which was called Aghfili, undertook to build the 
town of Agliu the ancient and to restore it; so they restored it and 
dwelt therein. And according to what we have heard, they, while 
tarrying there in the design of inhabiting it permanently, received 
the intelligence of our Sultan's having arrived in the town of 
lssembu on a warlike expedition in the autumn, until he encamped 
in the town of Dellih. And when they knew of his arrival, they 
were seized with groat fear and abandoned the town of Aghft 
entirely, never returning there, and they were lost in amazement 
and terror as to a place of abode in Kanim, and they perceived 
clearly that the Sultan Idris the Pilgrim would not allow them to 
come into Kanim so long as the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-.lelll should retain 
the sovereignty. So they emigrated from that town and abandoned 
it, leaving it tenautless like the open country, lest the army of our 
Sultan should come upon them and find them unprepared. Besides 
this, their women, daughters of kings, sent to the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelil and his forces when they heard of their shameful cowardice, 
such messages as put them beside themselves and drove them to 
desperation ; this increased their fear, and they agreed and 
counselled together to construct a stockade in the town of Kiyiiycka. 
So they built therein their houses, their shops, and all other needful 
kinds of edifices, &e. And we have heard from certain credible 
persons who had entered the palace; of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Julil, that 
they saw when they entered therein, one place as a Yeki, another 
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aB a Mckrcncli, and a third as a Kurkirwoh.' Such is the mode of 
llicir dwelling in tlieir houses. It was also told ne that they liad 
Baid, "Wc will not depart from this dwelling-place, neither will 
wo forsake it for ever until we die," even as saith the poet : 

" My companion wept when he saw the defile near him, 
And he knew for certain that wc should overtake Ca;sar; 
And I said to him; Lot not thine eye weep, for verily 
We shall return kings, or we shall die and decay." 

And the}' furthermore linill. up the boundary of the land adjoining 
the river (query, Lake T/i<irf), and forming part of the country of 
Kchth, also they built, in the country in which arc many forts, 
a fortress or timber on each side, excepting the south alone. And 
when they had made an end of building, they turned their attention 
towards conveying people thereto, so as to till it with men, and they 
saw no one in Kaniiu but they conveyed him to their new forts, 
excepting the inhabitants of the town of Tctanfi, and the adjacent 
districts, or those whose habitations were at a great distance, to 
reach whom was a matter of difficulty. As for the tribe of Tub, 
they conveyed them to their said town of Kiyfiyoka, even the tribe 
of Kosredii, nor did there remain in the land of Kiiniin any one of 
the tribe of Tub but what came to them, without there being even 
a few left. And every one who came to the town, whether of his 
free-will or by force, built around their shops in which they might 
dwell with their families : until, by these means, there was collected 
in that place a great number of people, of whose total none was 
cognisant save God. They then set about collecting corn and 
provender for their subsistence, and they concluded a treaty with 
the inhabitants of the south, and entered into a covenant with them 
and ceased not to draw supplies from them, recurring to them late 
and early, and running between the two countries for the piupones 
of purchase and sale, buying corn with oxen and sheep and other 
kinds of properly. This traffic was kept up between them and 
those who possessed corn, until the Commander of the Faithful, 
Idris the Pilgrim, rou of 'All (may God grant him honour, and bless 
his children and children's children, until the end of lime, for lie is 
our trust and an excellent refuge!), arrived at the town of 
Gharkawa. 

"We now return to the consideration of what relates to the 
Bulala. When they undertook to surprise our army by night on the 
Wednesday, the fifth day from the end of the month of God Dhi-'l- 

1 Tho meaning of Uicsc tlircc terms ia qnlto unknown to the Translator.— J. W. 1!. 
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Ka'da the sacred, according to wliat wc have ascertained, not 
being careless about it, they took the road which was between the 
two camps, the same which leads between the town of Kiyiiyeka 
and the town of Gliarkuwfl, after having first performed their mid- 
day and afternoon prayers, and marched towards us. Their nobles 
and grandees urged on their common jKJopIc, exciting them with the 
hopes of plunder and manifold advantages, so that their bodies 
might be enticed to the light; they raised their spirits by stirring 
up their cupidity for riches, and stimulated their vanity by pompous 
speeches, and thus they pcrmiadcd them to advance until they 
arrived in the neighbourhood of our camp. Now when the news 
was brought to our Sultan, and a reporter had acquainted him with 
it, and when they themselves made their appearance after the news 
of their approach bad been spread, the mode of their arrival differed 
very greatly from what had been submitted by the reporter. His 
information was to the effect that the army which was coming 
against us from the town of Kiyiiyeka was divided into four parte, 
so as to penetrate into the stockade by four separate gates, and 
thus throw our people into confusion. 

Immediately on learning this intelligence, the Sultan called 
his people together in council, and they decided that each chieftain 
and leader should remain at the post where he was encamped, and 
that each should defend that part of the stockade which wan in the 
vicinity of his own quarters. They did not wait long before the 
enemy came up to the stockade at great speed, like locusts spread 
over the [dace. Then the Sultan mounted and met them with a few 
of hia followers in the middle of the stockade, and charged them 
once oidy; their drum bearer was killed immediately, and this 
impetuous charge drove; them clean out of the stockade, so that our 
Sultan (may God AL>st High give him the victory!), repelled llicin 
utterly. They then began to deny llally that they belonged to the 
people of the tribe of liulala ; and thus it was that when our Sultan, 
ldrifl the Pilgrim, charged with his horse against any one of them, 
mid cried to his followers after striking the enemy, "This is one of 
the liulala," he would stoutly deny the connexion, saying "1 am 
not one of the Bulfila," and he would take hold of the pommel of 
his saddle, and would (ly in the direction of his own country at full 
gallop, without regarding any one. 

And when the Sultan returned from the outside of the stockade 
to the interior thereof, others of the enemy had penetrated into it 
with one drum by another gate, beating the drum and frightening 
the minds of the people, selling lire to the tents and to the hay, 
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wounding tlio troops, houghing the entile, whether horses, camels, 
or oxen, and committing villany and havoc to the extent predestined 
by God MohI High in his hook. 

Our enemies were divided into three parties. One party seized 
and pillaged whatever they could find, either animals or baggage, 
from first to last, and returned to the place from whence they had 
come. Another party stood up to fight and followed in the direc- 
tion of the drum, the only one remaining; while the third party 
wandered about in the midst of the stockade, not knowing in what 
direction to esoa|>e, until at last they were killed. Our people also, 
the men of liuruii, were divided into three parties, the first were 
the warriors who fought in the same manner as our Sullan r these 
being but. few in number on this occasion ; the second were those 
who stuck close to the stockade, not facing the enemy, but shelter- 
ing themselves under God's protection, such as the tribe of llcyftin; 
while the third went about inside and outside the stockade, not 
being acquainted with any manoeuvres whatever. 

When our Sultan, Mils the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God assist 
him with a mighty assistance!), returned from outside the stockade 
to the interior, after having driven the enemy away in the direction 
of their own country, he found the followers of the single drum of 
the enemy in the midst of the stockade, and his horse was fatigued 
and exhausted, and drooping and sweating from his great exertions, 
so that matters wore a very serious appearance for him. So ho 
said in his courteous way of speaking, "There is no other means 
of effecting the clearance of the stockade from the enemy, except 
such of our properly as they have obtained possession of ; but is 
there no one of our people who will recover from them what they 
have taken?" And no one answered him at. that time. Had it not 
been that his horse was utterly exhausted, he would never have 
spoken those words, lint wonld have returned himself to recapture 
the spoil ; and if the rest of the leaders, chieftains, and commanders 
had imitated the example set them by the Sultan in the fight on 
that night, it would have been an easy task to cope with the enemy 
and there would have happened no battle in the daytime of the 
Monday. Hut the pen (of God's providence) rules every thing 
that has being. 

When the break of dawn drew nigh, the enemy departed from 
the interior of the stockade, hastening towards their own country 
with what they had got, possession of, horses, camels, clothing, and 
other property, and went to Kiyayckeh, after having fallen in with 
their companions. And they rejoiced at what they had acquired of 
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our property alone j but we did not Buffer half or one-third as much 
loss of men as they did, only in property did we suffer more. 

When God in his favour and mercy brought forth the glorious 
morning, some of our people wished to follow the enemy in a great 
hurry, whereas others kept silence, so that their thoughts were not 
known. The Commander of the Faithful, however, our Sullan, 
Idiis the Pilgrim, did not give his consent to' the pursuit of the 
enemy, with what God Most High had bestowed upon him of a 
correct judgment and a laudable understanding. His outward 
appearance was like that of a person who cares for nothing what- 
ever; but God knows what was passing within him. lie gave 
orders, however, to the chiefs and commanders to collect much 
grass ou the eastern side of our camp over against the road which 
leads between Gharkuwa and Kiyfiyokch ; he told them all to collect 
separately the graHB, so that it might be greatly increased in 
quantity. Then, after performing the prayers of mid-day and 
afternoon, he sent a herald to proclaim among the people, saying 
" Do you not hear the word of the Sultan, that every stout horseman 
or foot-soldier should come forth from the stockade, using every care 
and caution, and should pass the night in the place where the grass 
is collected?" So when they heard the proclamation, they com- 
menced issuing from the stockade, even the High Priest, author of 
this book, and his beloved companion, 'Uiner the Pilgrim, lord of 
the town of Feya; and no one remained behind of those who were 
strong, excepting those, but only those, who were cowards oriulirm. 
Thus we went out in the evening of the Thursday, and we 
performed our sunset prayers in that place, as also the night prayer 
and the morning prayer, with the Sullan. We continued in this 
fashion, issuing from our camp towards evening, and returning to 
it in the morning, until the Sunday. 

On the morning of the Sunday, the last day but one of the 
month of Dhi-'l-Ka'da, the Sultan ordered the army to march. So 
all mounted, and he marshalled them in excellent order, taking the 
direction of the southern part of the district of Keluh, with caution 
and circumsj)ection, and with every laudable stratagem properly 
executed, and marching slowly, until they passed the river which 
exists between the country of Keluh and the country of Kauim. 
Nor did we desist from marching until we arrived at tho town of 
Lesetri. According to what wo have heard related, this town 
belonged to the tribe of ICili tilt. And we halted therein towards 
the middle of the forenoon, when the Sultan Idris the Pilgrim 
ordered all his people to cut down the trees bearing thorns, and to 

vol.. xix. 11 
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surround the camp with them. This was executed as was customary. 
Tlinre it. was that the shicldsinan Muhammed, Bon of Pirsiila, died, 
as did also Siruma 'Abdu-'lliih, son of Shatatuna, on that day (may 
God have mercy upon (hem both). 

The Sultan, Commander of the Faithful, Idris the Pilgrim (may 
God grant him honour!), out of his great judgment, gave orders to 
the chiefs and rulers of his people to place the tents near the 
stockade, but outside of it, as they had arranged the collected grass 
in the district of Gharkuwii. Jt was only on account of the great 
number of tents (or houses) that were in the district of Lesctri, that 
the Sultan gave this order. So after they' had completed the con- 
struction of (he stockade and the erection of the tents behind it, 
the Sultan issued forth towards the evening of the Sunday near 
sunset to the outside of the stockade, also the army, according to 
what they had before practised in the country or Gharkuwoh, also 
the High Priest, Ahmed, son of Safiyya, issued forth with his 
companion, 'Uincr the Pilgrim, lord of the country of Feyil, and they 
came near to where the Sultan was, performing with him the sun- 
set, night, and morning prayers. The leaders and rulers passed the 
night outside of the stockade, as they did before, and in the morning 
the Sultan ordered the army to march. 

So we all mounted, and marched with the Sultan in a northern 
direction, with the design of reaching the town of Kiyayekeh, after 
regulating properly the distribution of the forces, and using both 
prudence and precaution, effort and endeavour. And according to 
what we have heard related, the tribe of Bulala, when they heard 
of the approach of the Sultan towards them with his army from the 
south side, were dismayed and confounded, their understandings 
were troubled, and their counsels rendered abortive, by reason of 
their amazement at his coming against them to fight from that 
direction, for they had only looked for his coming from the west, 
whereas his arrangement differed from what they had imagined in 
their minds. They believed thus on account of the fortresses that 
were between the town of Gharkuwii and the town of Kiyayekeh, 
whereas between Lesctri and Kiyfiyckch there were no fortresses 
of trees like those which were between Oharkuwa and Kiyayekeh. 

The Sultan continued to advance with the army towards 
Kiyayekeh until we had gained the summit of an eminence or Borne 
height, where the Sultan hailed for a little while, in order to allow 
the troops to collect together around him. And when they had 
collected many deep, and were gathered together in great numbers, 
they saw an abundance of water towards the south, in a placo 
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surrounded with laud like a reservoir of considerable extent. They 
also saw in front of them, hi the direction of Kiyiiyekch, large 
assemblages, which our people knew to be the army of the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-Jelll, without doubt or surmise. 

Immediately on perceiving this water, the whole of our army 
wished to go and drink there. So the Sultan consulted his Vezir, 
Idris, son of ITarun, about this question of drinking the water, and 
the Vezir said to him, "0 Commander of the Faitnful, how is it 
possible to reach the water now, when the enemy's troops are 
drawn up and watching us?" Upon this, he ordered him to take 
the whole of the sliieldsmcn to the water to drink, for they were 
suffering from thirst, inasmuch as when they set out from Lesetri 
for Kiyiiyekch, they saw no water until we halted on this hill, tint) 
is why the troops who were carrying their shields on their backs 
were afflicted with thirst to such a degree, and why he ordered the 
Vezir to take them to the water, as we have already narrated. 

So when the Vezir was gone to the water with the sliieldsmcn, 
and the whole of the rest of the army were halting with the Sultan 
on the high hill, and looking at the numerous forces which were 
collected on the side of the town of Kiyiiyekch, and observing them 
attentively, they perceived the enemy's troops get into motion like 
locusts spread abroad, or like crawling ants carrying grains and 
going and coming between a barn and their nests, and march from 
the west towards the cast. And when they arrived opposite our 
people, they turned their faces towards the south, moving towards 
our position at a rapid pace in the view of attacking us. Such was 
the position of the two armies. 

As soon as the Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, Idris 
the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may Cod grant him honour in this world 
as in the world to come, and may he bless his sons and his sons' 
sons until the day when the last trump shall sound !), acquired 
certain cognizance of their commencing their movement, he did not 
remain inactive a moment, or wait for an increase of his army by 
the return of the sliieldsmcn who were gone with the Ve'/Ir to the 
water, caring not for the approach of the enemy, by reason of the 
patience and trust, the knowledge and contentment, the gratitude 
and truth, the faith and submission to holy writ, which Cod Most 
High had infused into his heart; as also his conforming to the acts 
and sayings of the most holy Apostle, to the writings of the cele- 
brated doctors of the law, the noble leaders of the just, from his 
long study of them and continued reading. For this reason we 
abridge our descriptions, and confine ourselves to our subject matter. 

Jl 2 
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Should \vc have undertaken to relate all the military expeditions of 
our Sullau in the whole course of his reign, we should extend this 
book with what we have seen, what we have known, and what we 
have heard, to the end of time ; neither do we say this vauuting 
our own abilities above those of our companions, brethren, and 
friends. 

As our Sultan reached the hill named Milimilih, the enemy's 
troops alRO came advancing to the same, and the two armies met. 
Those of our people who were mounted on camels, some of tho 
tribe of Berber and some of the tribe of Kuyam, did not dismount 
on account of the advance of the enemy towards them, or of their 
terrible onset against them. The shieldsmen who went with tho 
Vczlr to drink water did not return to the Sultan at that time; 
the line of battle array was not formed, nor was the arrangement 
of the army made in the .accustomed manner. In front of tho 
Sultan there were but very few horsemen, crossbowmen (or 
musketeers) and shieldsmen. So the enemy charged us in a 
dreadful manner, giving us a most violent shock, like sparks of 
fire,- or like locusts spread about; and they got in among us 
with their arms and shields in complete panoply; their horsemen 
also drove them on from behind, fighting with every kind of arm 
they possessed with the utmost violence, and without intermission. 
The few of our people who wero in advance of the Sultan then 
turned round and passed beyond the Sultan in their flight, upon 
which our horsemen made a furious charge. Our Sultan, Idris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'AH, Commander of the Faithful and Chief of the 
Believers, tho Visitor of the two Sacred Places, the Descendant 
from the Most Noble Personages (may God grant him honour in 
both worlds, and bless his posterity to the end of time, for the 
sake of our Prince and Lord Muhammed the Chosen and his 
posterity, upon him and ii|K)ii them may God show favour and 
peace !), did not move from the spot where he was standing from 
the first, neither did he march therefrom, but remained like a firmly- 
rooted mountain, trusting and confiding in God, having recourse 
to him with prayer and supplication, seated on the back of his grey 
charger, holding in his blessed hand his drawn sword, broad and 
sharp ; and when his horse moved to turn away on account of tho 
retreat of the forces on both sides in a body, he checked him and 
turned him towards the enemy ; neither did he desist from boldly 
remaining there until God Most High, his Lord, had given him a 
complete victory ami a general advantage, according to what he 
had inscribed on the preserved tablet of destiny. It is one of 
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the marvek of our Lord's providence (may lie be blessed and 
glorified !) that lie sent down upon our Sultan in this field of strife, 
out of his favour and beneficence and goodness, assistance and 
comfort (for lie grants to whom lie wills whatever special qua- 
lities He wills, and in his hands are help and hindrance). For 
indeed I heard and saw, and my companion, the learned and the 
legist, 'Umer the Pilgrim, lord of the country of Feyii, heard and 
saw also, an indication of that assistance, and an undoubted sign, 
in that there sprung up a violent wind blowing from the west 
towards the east. Whoa this came up between our Sultan and 
the enemy, they turned back in a body confused and routed, with- 
out stopping. Upon this, our Sultan pursued them with his chiefs 
and rulers and guards to a great distance, striking the enemy with 
the sword and with the spear, killing them and wounding (hem 
until the sun had declined from the meridian. It is not known how 
many were killed then and there of the enemy, unless it be by (iod 
Most High, but if the wise from among the race of men were to 
strive to count them, they would never be able to accomplish it, 
neither could they compass the numeration of the slain. 

The heat of the day becoming now excessive, the Sultan gave 
up the pursuit, and went in the direction of their abode at Kiyiiyckeh, 
and alighted therein about the beginning of the period fixed for 
noon prayer. Of our people who had come from the land of rlurnu, 
those who were killed were killed, those were wounded who were 
wounded, and those who Avcro safe were safe. But of the |>eople 
of Kiinim, of the tribe of Tub, and of others, it was as we have 
already narrated. God is most knowing ; may lie be praised and 
exalted ; He is the Judge between His worshippers in every matter 
respecting which they differ, and nothing can escajje the current of 
His knowledge, though but of the weight of a mote, whether on earth 
or iu heaven, whether smaller even than that, or whether larger. 

No one was killed of the leaders of note among the men of Jturnu, 
excepting two, the governor Meydiikina'Abdii-'lliili, whowas wounded 
on the Wednesday in the nocturnal combat, and died iu Kiyilyekeh, 
and Fukibna 'Othinan, son of Dawud, who was overthrown iu the 
field of battle, was carried alive to the town of Kiyayukeh, where 
he died (may God have mercy upon them both, and upon all who 
were slain of our people, or who died during the expedition, or in 
former ones of our Sultan ; may He pardon them for the sake of 
the Prince of Men, our Prince and Lord, Muhauuncd the Chosen, 
the elected Apostle, the Seal of the Prophets, the Chief of the Pure, 
and for the sake of his jxisterily, the pious (ujioii him and upon 
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the wliolc of tlioin be the most jxnfect praise I). God is the hearer 
of prayer. 

And when the Sultan, our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim (may God 
grant him power and assistance over his enemies !), alighted in the 
town of Kiyiiyckeh, at the house of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, he 
gathered together the poets and hards and others of his people, 
and consulted (hem as to what he should do in that place. So they 
answered: "We command thee to alight in this house;" then lie 
alighted in the courtyard of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, and passed 
the night in that house two nights successively. The drum was 
beat, and the other musical instruments were sounded in that town 
two whole days; and in this place the new moon of the sacred 
month of Diit-'l-llijja appeared. On the third day our Sultan, Idrla 
the Pilgrim, sou of 'All (may God Most High grant him honour!), 
inarched with his army, after giving the signal by beating the great 
drum, and after burning the whole of their houses without leaving 
one single house standing, moving in an easterly direction from 
Kiyftyekch until he reached the town of Mill. 

The commander, the Vezir Idiis, son of liar On, did not Bleep at 
all in that place, but journeyed in pursuit of the Sultan 'Abdu'-l- 
Jelil after lie was routed on the field of Milimllih, and lied in the 
direction of the town of Kcwal, and towards Kewfikch, or towards 
Itnilwa. So the Vezir followed him until he arrived very near to 
him in all diligence ; and when the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jclil was aware 
of the Vezir Idris, son of Hilrun, following on his traces, ho fled 
from the town of Itntiwa into the wilderness. And when tho 
distance from the Vezir was very great, the Vezir made an expedi- 
tion against tho tribe of Tub, taking prisoners their women and 
their children and (heir goods in great numbers. So he returned 
to the Sultan with a great quantity of booty, and remained with 
the Sultan in the town of Mill until they had performed the service 
of the great festival, the feast of sacrifice, in that town. 

After the sacrifice the Sultan marched from thence in haste, and 
returned speedily to the neighbourhood of the town of Kiyiiyekeh, 
alighting at the south side of it. Here it was that Tewamet, son 
of Uhafkuru, died, who was usually named Kcrdenma. From this 
halting place the Sultan sent Fcrkma-Muhanimcd, son of Fiitima, 
to the town of Kala, to take away the jieoplo who lived there and 
carry theni to Burnii. Next morning our Sultan set out with his 
forces, and marched until they arrived at Gharkuwa, whero a tribo 
of Arabs came to meet him, and a long conference took placo 
betweon him and them. 
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Marching from thence, our Sultan resolved upon making an 
incursion against the tribe of Tuba, after commanding three of his 
chieftains to act as his lieutenants over the people left behind. 
These three were: first, his own son Siruma-Bir, son of Idris; 
secondly, Kajelma-'Ali ; and thirdly, Yiruma-Yrigha. These inarched 
will) the people in haste to the town of Sim, and rested there, 
awaiting the Sultan's return from the incursion. When they were 
gone, the Sultan mounted with his attendant forces, and proceeded 
to the vicinity of Kiyayckoh, where they halted and performed the 
inid-day and afternoon prayers ; they then mounted again, sot forth, 
performed the evening prayer on the road, then set out again, and 
halted about night-prayer time to sleep. In the morniig they 
travelled in a northerly direction, continuing to advance until the 
sun had passed the meridian, when they halted and reposed them- 
selves awhile ; after performing the noon and afternoon prayers they 
travelled rapidly, and halted at sunset to pass the night. The 
troops had no idea of what the Sultan had projected, but about the 
middle of the night, or a little or a good bit before or after, the 
Sultan mounted with his troops after giving the signal with the 
horn, and marched rapidly, halting only to perform the morning,' 
prayer. After this they travelled but a little way before their 
appeared clearly on the road evident signs and traces of the trib' 
of Tubu. Upon this, our people beat the drum repeatedly to colter 
the men, who ran quickly towards the drum at full gallop. Thf 
enemy became aware of us and took to llight, scattering themselves 
into the wilderness in confusion, when the Sultan with his troops 
gave chase, killing their men, and capturing their women and 
children, until the heat of the day waxed insupportable. Upon 
this he turned aside towards a well in which there was water to 
give their horses drink. And they found two wells dug in the 
wilderness having an abundance of water, so (hey gave drink to 
their horses, performed their noon prayers during the first part of 
the canonical time, and then mounted, turning aside to go back 
with the booty at a slow pace, and taking with them a young 
growing lad not yet adolescent, of the tribe of Tuhuh, who knew 
the road, to go before them and show the way to (lie wells having 
water in them. This lad took us the right road and conducted us 
truly, without deceiving us, until we came to a town in which were 
two wells dug, where we watered our horses a second time. In 
this place I said my afternoon prayer with the enquirer after the 
truth, Kedh, sou of Jilbu; with the junior friest Aluhamuied, sou of 
Ahmed ; with 'Umer the Pilgrim, lord of the country of Fcyii; with 
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Miiliammcd, Bon of Setalima, and with Gharima 'Abdu-'llilli, son of 
Mani, by the aide of the town on the south border of it. 

The Sultan then tinned aside in a southern direction, marching 
with his troops, and halted in the town of Yeliwa towards the latter 
part of the afternoon, where we rested the whole night. When 
the plot ions morning was come and the sun was risen, the trumpeter 
gave the signal for departure, when the Sultan mounted with his 
followers, journeying to the south, and halted before noontime in 
the town of Tina for the afternoon nap. After performing the 
noon and afternoon prayers Ihey started with their Sultan in great 
numbers, taking a southerly direction, and halted before sunset in a 
certain part of the country. In the morning of the Wednesday 
the Sultan mounted his charger, and marched with his troops in the 
design of reaching the town of Sim, in which were the weak ones 
of our people, with the three lieutenants above-mentioned. So wo 
marched quickly, and arrived there about noon ; after watering our 
horses, the Sultan ascended a hill in a westerly direction, and 
alighted with the people who were with him, in the design of 
passing the night in that place apart from the bulk of the army, and 
not united to it. On that day died Furkuma-Muhammed, son of 
'Abdu-'llah (may God have mercy upon him). 

The Sultan passed that night on the western bill, while the 
tbrce lieutenants remained within the Btockade. The next day he 
rested there for the afternoon nap, performing both his noon and 
afternoon devotions. In this interval a great body of men collected 
together about lnrn from the tribe of Tub in anxiety and alarm, 
without anyone from our army having invited them to do so ; on 
the contrary, they came out of love for our Sultan, and out of love 
for the Sultan Muhammcd, son of 'Abdu-'llnh, in duty and obedience, 
in submission and respect, and entered into his allegiance, re- 
nouncing the allegiance of the Sultan 'Ahdu-'l-Jelll with an utter 
renunciation. Then was made known and apparent to every one 
possessed of understanding the power and majesty of the condition 
of our Sultan ; and they said, " The condition of the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'I-Jclil will be weakened from this day forth, if God Most High so 
will it, while the Sultan Muhammcd, son of 'Abdu-'llah, will find a 
great increase of jiowcr over his kingdom, by reason of what' 
passed in conference between our Sultan and the tribe of Tub." So 
our people rejoiced with an exceeding great joy. 

After this the Sultan mounted towards the evening of Thursday, 
and travelled with that part of bis forces which bad accompanied 
him, and entered tho stockade. Here a deputation camo to him 



AGAINST THE TRIBES OF BULALA. 105 

from the country of the Fitiri, with their attendants. There also 
came unto him 'All, son of Ycrdha, the Arabian, with his followers; 
and there came also an ambassador from the tribe of Kukti-milih. 
There was also collected in the city of Sim a great multitude of 
Arabs bringing corn to sell, this imported corn being of great 
advantage to our people. Our Sultan remained but a few days in 
the town of Sim, but news of it was spread fat and near. 

The Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, meanwhile, was gone a very great 
distance towards the west, and had not returned up to that time; 
so the Commander of the Faithful, the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, 
son of 'All (may God Most High assist him I), sent bis Vezir, after 
having joined to him in the commission a great number of chieftains, 
such as Kighama-Hckr, Yeriina-'AIi, Dcltu-Ghizim, Kiijchna-'All, 
Erjenuma-'Abdu-'llah, Scntclma-Kcda, Ilirima Muhammcd, son of 
'OLliriia.ii, Elbiima-Duuma, litiyuiiui Ahmed, son of tiic daughter of 
Juldi, and Kuluyma Diina ; also of the tribes of Koyam, and the 
Berbers, many chiefs and leaders. And he commanded them to go 
in pursuit of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil with these great forces, he 
himself accompanying them on their road the distance of a race- 
course out of the stockade. He then returned to bis quarters, and 
marched himself a good distance to the north from the town of 
Sim. Traces of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil were then seen, and of 
his army travelling from the west towards the east; and when this 
fact was fully established, they got into the tracks, followed them 
up, using all speed and endeavour until our people became epiito 
fatigued, and our cattle worn out, suffering greatly from thirst, 
without their being able to overtake them by any means ; on the 
contrary, they gave up all hope of overtaking them. So they then 
held a council among themselves as to what direction they should 
choose for an incursion, and they said ; "let ns make an incursion 
into the country of Keriwa, it will be better for us than to return 
foiled." So they agreed ujioii this and journeyed to that country, 
making therein much spoil ; they killed also the brother of Dfiimia, 
the sinner, and then returned to the town of Maw, remaining there 
in expectation of their Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim (may God Most 
High grant him honour!). 

The Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, Idris the Pilgrim, 
son of 'All (may God grant hint honour in each of both worlds, and 
bless his children and his children's children until the day when the 
trump shall sound ! for the sake of our Prince and Lord, AJ iihammcd 
the Chosen, and his jiosterity! Amen! may God look with favour 
upon him and upon every one of them !), did not remain in the 



10G UISTOllY OF EVENT8 DURING EXPEDITIONS 

town of Sim after the departure of the Vczir Idrln, eon of IlarQii, 
and of bo many of the most famous among the chieftains and tribes 
as wo have described above. On the contrary, he inarched from 
thence, and journeyed with his forces towards the wcBt, and halted 
at the town of Ghamrii, passing two or three nights there. God 
knows best. 

From this town the Sultan Muhammcd, son of 'Abdu-'lliih, set 
out in a southerly direction after the conclusion of a treaty of peace 
and amity between him and our Sultan, and after greeting each 
other in public, so that all and every one of our people, high and 
low, and all the chiefs and leaders of the Sultan Muhammed, son or 
'•Alidu-'lluh, knew of the same. And after the departure of the 
Sultan Mohammed in a southerly direction from Ghamrii, our Sultan 
passed but one more night there, marching on the morning of the 
second day with his forces, and arriving at tho town of Maw, 
where he alighted, ami whore was effected the junction of the 
troops under tho Sultan and the Vczir. There then took place 
mutual congratulations and greetings, and they remained there one 
night. Next day they marched again, after notice had been given 
by three beatings of the big drum, the Sultan leading his troops 
in a westerly direction with a view to returning to Buinu. lie 
halted at Malihl, and proceeded until he arrived at the tombs of 
the two saints, MnlaGhim and Mula Ful, and thence to the town of 
Sulfi, where Mctrama, son of Selcma died, as also the man named 
Messema-'Ali, in one day, being buried on the same (may God have 
mercy ujwn them both !). 

The Sultan marched from thence and halted at KessGda, and 
from hence with the people, until he had passed the town of Ruru, 
to the towns of Sckerta, and afterwards to tho town of Bulowj, 
and to GhafOta; then to the place well known to every one, 
Uhalefn, where they passed two nights or three From thence, 
after performing the noon and afternoon prayers, ho journeyed to 
the town of Itniiwa, reaching it about the time of night prayer. 
Thus they continued inarching until they halted at the town of 
Ituwaya, then at the town of Ghamberu in the month of God Safer 
the Good, when the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, took up his abode 
therein with the rest of his army, and did not enter the great city 
known as Diml, 1 nor their different homes. They resided there 
about ten days or more, until the people gathered together there, 
men and women. lie then pledged the chiefs, leaders, aud guards, 
to continue the war, to defend the country, to act bravely, to attack 

1 Duma, 
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and to assault, after causing to be brought forward the wholes of 
the women, daughters of the kings, until every one of the grandees 
of renown and leaders of repute had finished what they had to 
state in respect to assisting and supporting the Sultan in prosperity 
or adversity, in pleasant or unpleasant circumstances, in public or 
in secret. Upon this there appeared the greatest joy, satisfaction, 
and delight, between the chiefs and their Sultan ; they congratu- 
lated one another and wished each other success repeatedly, and 
then they separated to go to their homes, some of the chiefs 
departing from thence, while others remained with the Sultan in 
expectation of his leaving in order to enter the great stockade. 

The chieftains and leaders assembled together in the town of 
Ghamberu before they dispersed, and held a council without asking 
leave of their Sultan, and made a pact and fixed a term of forty 
days for their preparations for another expedition ; and when they 
had made this arrangement, they presented it to their king, hhis 
the Pilgrim (may God grant him honour in both worlds!). And 
when he heard what they had agreed upon and undertaken, he 
answered them graciously, and said ; " perform it according to 
what you have agreed upon." So the army broke up upon this 
from Ohamberu to go home, and every one remained at home until 
the expiry of the term. But when the time came, they had not 
made their preparations, or had not completed them. 

The Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, the Lieutenant of 
the. Lord of all worlds, Idiis the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God 
grant him honour and bless his children until the day when the 
trump shall sound !), knew in his foresight, sagacity, and correct 
judgment, that it would not bo advisable to undertake the expedi- 
tion until after the rains and the end of the autumn, so that the grass 
might grow on the lands, and the journey be rendered easy for 
travellers. So he commanded the lords of his empire to gather 
around him on the twenty-seventh of the month of the latter ltebi' ; 
and they came to him at that date, assembling in the great city 
named Uurni'. He then spoke to them of the matter he had in his 
mind, and oounnanded them to return to their countries and collect 
what was necessary for the expedition without hesitation or 
delay, and to assemble in the town of Fakia in the middle of the 
mouth of the first Jcmfidi. Hut he did not discover unto them 
what was in his mind, neither did ho say to them; "my intention 
is an expedition to such or such a plaoo, 1 ' nor did the people know 
the placo to which ho designed to go. 

1 Uuruu. 
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Now the object of his intention was the tribe of Kenaniyya, 
which is among those who inhabit the land of Kanini, and is known 
as dwelling in the town of Sulii. The reason was that, they were 
stubborn, arrogant, continually doing evil, committing violence and 
injustice, and trusting to the multitude of their men and children; 
they had at various times dealt treacherously and inimically towards 
the armies of our .Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, intercepting their path 
in going and in returning, sometimes by thieving and sometimes by 
0|>enly attacking them, nor did they once refrain from placing 
themselves in this position towards our people in either of our fflur 
expeditions to the land of Kanini, or on our return to our fifth expe- 
dition in which we marched to the town known as Ikrima. In that 
expedition our people met with no injury, because we deviated 
from the road in a northerly direction; which deviation was the 
means of our people remaining safe from their mischief, their wiles, 
and their guile. Our Sultan concoalcd his thoughts respecting 
these evil-doers, merely from a dislike to the thing being noised 
abroad, when the enemy would take their precautions. For in all 
things ho was an imitator of the actions of the Prophet of God 
(may God look favorably upon him and grant him peace I), as much 
as God most High granted to him the ability in his favour, kind- 
ness, and grace. 

A singular circumstance connected with this people, the tribe of 
Kenaniyya, is that parties of two or three of them, sometimes more, 
sometimes less, came to the Sultan to beg for things of which 
they were in want, clothes, food, or otherwise; and of those who 
came to him, none ever returned without being gratified, receiving 
presents and provisions from our Sultan; at least their constant 
practice was as we have mentioned in each of our expeditions 
towards Kanim, as well as on our return. Nevertheless, they 
abstained not from perfidy, nor did they reverence the requirements 
of a sense of favours and benefits received, neither did they depart 
day or night from working evil; so that whoever of our people or 
of our army passed by their country or near their town, was in fear 
of their violence and misdeeds, excepting those to whom God gave 
sufficient strength to set at naught their wickedness. Things went 
on in this way a long while until God sent us forth to attack and 
combat them on a Monday. And when we arrived at their town of 
SulQ, they all took shelter in Kergha, which is a place surrounded 
with the waters of the river (lake?) Thild, behind which there is 
grass for pasture. Wc halted in a spot known as Ghlwa, about 
the middle of the forenoon, and we did not pass the night in that 
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country excepting with the adoption of great caution, by reason of 
their cunning in practising theft. Tims we passed tiie night, and 
in the morning we marched in the direction of Burnii, napping in 
the afternoon and sleeping at night, until we alighted in the town 
of Ghainboru, as we have related. From that time, the determina- 
tion was never once forsaken by our Sultan of making an expedition 
against them, until the time of their gathering together in the 
above-mentioned town of Fulcra, though he concealed hia resolve 
from his chieftains and leaders, keeping it entirely to himself for 
fear of its being noised about, and reaching the ears of the enemy, 
as we have already related. 

So our Sultan ldris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (whom God assist 
against his enemies!), encamped at the town of Fakra on Tuesday 
the fourteenth day before the conclusion of the fiiBt of the two 
months of Jeiuadi, and spent three nights there for the troops to 
collect. When they became muncrous enough, he marched from 
thence (may Clod give him power and victory, and facilitate matters 
for him!) on the Friday, the tenth day before the end of the month, 
with his forces, and alighted in the town of Deliknih at napping 
time; he passed the night there, and on the morning of the Satur- 
day the Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, inarched from the 
town of Delkineh advancing with his forces, and halted at the town 
of Medama at napping time; they passed the night there also, 
sleeping the whole time till morning. Then the big drum was beat, 
all mounted, and they marched the Sunday till mid-day. They 
then halted at the town named Keri-KurCik, where they passed the 
night, said the morning prayer, mounted, and travelled on the 
Tuesday, after notice given by the big drum; and they used all 
diligence on their march, until they halted at the town of Keri- 
Kcrmenu. On the Wednesday, the Sultan travelled with his 
forces, and when napping time was arrived they halted at the town 
of Wurnih. On the Thursday, they journeyed till mid-day, and 
encamped at the town of Lebfid; they left this on the Friday, 
travelling tpaickly, and halted at the town of Kesreda (or Kesweda): 
after which, they travelled on the Saturday, alighting at Belowj, on 
the Sunday at Peri, and on the Monday at mid-day at Rfinili. 
Here they oidy remained a Bullicient time to perform the noon and 
afternoon prayers, and then they all mounted and set out, using all 
expedition, and alighting only at sunset to say prayers at a pool 
named Kitnakih; after this, they mounted and inarched towards 
the east, with the view of reaching the land of the tribe of Kena- 
niyya, in order that they might reach it in the morning and bring 
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upon it whatever God (may He he honoured and glorified!) might 
will, with His assistance and llin strengthening. So tlicy marched 
in the middle of the night a long way without stopping; a night 
which, from its fatigues, seemed equal to tlircc or to four, to more, 
or to leRS, God knows l>CRt. We had not endured during our whole 
journey from the time we left the town Fakra on the Friday, as we 
said, until the eleventh day, being Monday, so much fatigue and 
exhaustion as in this night; so much so that some of our people could 
not distinguish the direction of the Kibla, towards which to direct 
themselves Tor prayer in that night, without being set right by 
some one else. Others could not distinguish the place of alighting 
to which they had been accustomed of old; some got separated 
from their company and could not find them again. Such was the 
slate of some of our people in this night after the Sultan 
alighted at his halting place, which proves the truth of the saying 
that " journeying is a variety of torture," and gives evidence of the 
same. An action is only called an action, because men's souls are 
thereby called into activity and suffering. 

When the Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God exalt 
his majesty and degrade those who seek to vilify him ; and may Ho 
bless his children and posterity for ever and ever!), determined, in 
the town of Hari, on this forced march for the Monday, he abstained 
from causing the drum to be beaten, and commanded the whole of 
his troops to provide themselves with three days' provisions, neither 
more nor less, lie also commanded that no cflicient foot-soldier 
should remain behind, nor any valuable horse, or common gelding, 
or camel, having serviceable strength, with the infirm who were 
left to take care of the baggage ; and that no shieldsman, buckler- 
man, or targetnian whatever, should slay behind with the baggage. 
His intention was to excite every serviceable man and beast to 
follow him. Ho mounted and started with those who were to be 
of the expedition, before his lieutenant and substitute who waB 
deputed to remain with the infirm ajid the beasts of burden, this 
being Yuruma-Yfigha. So he marched with his forces and halted 
at the town of Heir, as before mentioned, at noon, or thereabouts, 
remaining there only the necessary time for performing the two 
prayers of noon and afternoon, when they set out, using every 
possible diligence in their march, until the people were involved in 
the fatigue, weariness, and exhaustion which we have already 
described, and until we had halted in the famous town of Slkih, 
or near to it. We did not march from thence in the night, but wc 
slept there till the morning ; when the Sultan divided his forces 
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into three portions, one for pillage, another for fighting, and the 
third for taking captives. 

He sent his son Kigharna 'Abdu-'l-Jelll, son of Idrls, with his 
Vczir Idris, son of llarun, towards the soutli against the tribe 
of Kcniiiiiyya, to go as far as the town of ISiiikcma and others. 
He sent his son Ycrlma Idiis, with the troops known as the 
northmen, such as the chieftain Erjenfuna, aiid others of the chiefs 
of the northmen, towards the north against the Kenfiniyya, and 
they reached the town of May and others belonging to that tribe, 
killing many of the enemy, and capturing their women and their 
children. The Sultan, Idiis the Pilgrim, son of 'All, (may God, 
whose name be honoured and revered, grant him honour I), took 
the middle road with his own followers, until they reached the town 
of Dldi, and others in which dwelt the (icople of the Kenfiniyya. 
These troops who accompanied him, killed numbers of the enemy, 
and captured their women and children and properly, to the 
number of about a thousand or more; God knows best. After 
which, when the fire of war was extinguished, the Sultan returned 
to his camp at Itiiikema, alighting there at the time of afternoon 
prayer. The great chieftain Klgliama 'Abdu-'l-Jelil, son of Idiis, 
and the Vczir Idris, son of llarun, alighted at the town of lUrikcma 
before the arrival of the Sultan, as tlieir departure had been, with 
what they had taken, an immense spoil. But the great chieftain 
Yerlma, son of Idris, did not return with his party until the evening, 
when they came with what they had found, an immense booty, 
after killing numbers of the enemy. 

So the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali, passed the night in 
the town of lllrlkcma with his mind at rest and his eyes sparkling, 
now that abasement and contempt, and the sword and captivity 
had fallen upon the enemy who had made war, who had disturbed 
the safety of the roads of the Muslim people. At the same time 
our Muslim warriors were rejoiced when they learnt the success of 
our Sultan over those enemies, the unsubmissive and rebellious. And 
the whole expedition slept in that town without any precaution, 
and taking no thought of the enemy, since some of them were 
killed and some were lied to places of concealment and safety. 
They enjoyed themselves to satiety in eating there the flesh of 
sheep and goals abundantly, so that all traces of fatigue were 
effaced from them, and they reposed themselves and slept the 
livelong night. 

In the morning the Sultan gave orders to his troops to march ; 
so they mounted and travelled towards the west with the intention 
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of gaining the town of Kilruli. And they continued their coureo 
till near noon, when the Sultan halted in a place called Kintaka, 
where he saw a reservoir with water in it. Here they passed their 
napping time, performing the noon and afternoon prayers, and 
afterwards resumed the journey towards Ruruh without any one 
remaining behind, either chief or leader or guard, or other person, 
even the herdsmen of the camels or horses; all were engaged in 
driving on the spoils they had met with, though no one hurried, 
but travelled by easy stages. 

When the army reached the place of the frontier, where the 
drum was beat on the occasion of our first expedition to Kanim, at 
the time of our return therefrom, the Sultan, the Commander of the 
Faithful, Idris the_Pilgrim, son of 'All, (may God Most High grant 
him honour, and bless his children and grandchildren to the day 
when the trump shall sound ; for the sake of the Prince of mankind, 
the everlastingly Radiant of countenance, the Seal of the prophets, 
the Chief of the pure, our Prince and Lord Muhammod the chosen, 
and of his posterity, upon whom may God look favourably, and 
grant peace I Amen !), halted, reining up his horse by the side of 
the tamarisk tree, known to every person without doubt or surmise. 
And our people were lost in wonderment at that time by reason 
of our not being joined by our infirm corps, who were with the 
lieutenant,.Yiruma ; but the Sultan did not entertain any expectation 
of their joining us that day. lie alighted under the tree above men- 
tioned, that is, the tamarisk of which we have s|>oken j upon seeing 
which the whole of our people alighted without delay, slackening 
the saddle-girl hs, and unloading the burdens. They also erected 
their tents under the idea of passing the night there, exerting 
themselves to the utmost, and then slept till morning full of joy and 
mirth, free from fear of robbery or of being attacked, and all the 
spoils they had taken surrounding them ; also because they were 
returned in safety without an accident happening to one of the 
Muslims, except some men who were wounded and were healed 
almost immediately ; whereas the infidel enemies were not able to 
ascertain the whole extent of the injury that befel them, except 
after a thorough inquiry and investigation. And this, because their 
combatants who appeared in the light were killed at first on the 
field of battle, and knocked down ; whoever made his appearance 
to offer injury to our troops was quickly put to death, excepting 
those whose hour was not yet come and who (led. Our champions 
did not cease to hunt them in every house where the Sultan alighted 
to search, and they killed all the male adult prisoners by the 
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Sultan's orders, and there was not one of our people who kept one 
of them alive to possess him. 

Among other singular doings of our people of which we have 
heard, Ka'amka'amma-Heinu, one of the chieftains of the Sultan, 
killed the youths and also the boys who were not yet adolescent, 
on account of the evil actions of their tribe, except such as God 
caused to be spared. Thus those of the tribe of Kenaniyya who 
became prisoners were killed in the same way as some were in 
battle. Those w 1 10 escaped, escaped; those who perished, perished ; 
and none remained in the hands of our people, excepting their 
women and their children, so that the tribe of Kenaniyya became 
after that extinct and of no account, whereas they were previously 
proud, supercilious, and exceedingly haughty and overbearing. 

We have heard that there was no other tribe in the land of 
Kanim so numerous in its members as that of the Kenaniyya. It is 
also said that when they conceived anger against any other people 
with whom they might have a dispute, they used to inarch at once 
against the country of their opponents, caring for nobody, even as 
the Sultan did against his adversaries. This it was that urged 
them to commit iniquity, injustice, and perversity, until they 
ventured to trespass against the troops of our Sultan, practising 
upon them their arts of thievishness and highway robbery. They 
had no arrangements made for the defence of their lives, for they 
were blinded by their surpassing ignorance and pride, until the evils 
of captivity, death, and extirpation fell upon them, and the land in 
which the Sultan, Tdris the Pilgrim (may God grant him honour in 
this world and in that to come !), waged war against them became 
as dust scattered to the winds, and (lie remnant of the evil-doers 
was cut off, so that Tuesday became in their estimation like deadly 
poison. Evil is the morrow of those who terrify people ; evil is the 
morrow of the sinner; evil is the morrow of the guilty 1 Thus have 
wc read in the book of Oonesis when destruction fell upon the 
people of Sodom by reason of their disobedience to their prophet 
Lot (upon him be peace), whom they contended with, and would 
not take warning by what had happened to the refractory nations 
of former days, nor be advised by the events of time, even as the 
poet hath it: 

" He that will not be warned by the events of time, will not bo 
benefited by that which the apostrophiser breathes forth to-day 
or to-morrow." 

The tribe of Kenaniyya, among the inhabitants of the land of 
Kanim, were a set of stupid, foolish, ignorant, obstinate bruteB, 

vol.. xix. I 
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without sense, intelligence, or capacity, according to what we know 
ourselves. We have qualified ami described them with these three 
qualities of stupidity, folly, and ignorance, by reason of the 
difference of the words with the similarity of their meaning, for 
stupidity is worse than folly, and folly than ignorance. The stupid 
man is he who cannot distinguish what is profitable and what is 
detrimental, and never lakes advice at all ; a foolish man will not 
accept what is proper, whether it be profitable for him or the 
reverse, in which respect lie resembles the stupid man; but; the 
case of Hie ignorant man is less serious, for when he has advice 
given to him, he listens to it, and if he turns aside from it, injures 
himself. 

AVe return now to what we have to relate in connexion with 

the town of lliiruh on our return towards the great city of Durui. 

When we halted at the town of lliiruh on the Thursday, wo did 

not remain there more than three days, in which all our people 

rested themselves, and finished their preparations, so that when, 

by the grace and favour of God, the morning of the Sunday came, 

the Sultan, the Commander of the Faithful, Idrls the Pilgrim, son 

of 'Ali, (may God, whose name be blessed and exalted, grant him 

honour!), gave orders for the drum to be beat, and they were 

beaten very loudly. Upon this, the army made their preparations, 

saddled their horses and beasts of burden, camels, oxen, and asses, 

mounting afterwards with the Sultan and travelling towards the 

west, following the well-known path which leads towards Durnu, 

and hastening their march, until they halted at the town of Bcri. 

They started again and halted opposite the town of Italflj, from 

whence they marched to Fulfil, from thence to the pool called 

Mclghiyughu (or Meltiyughu), where they hailed; from hence they 

marched to the town of Merdeli, halted there, and proceeded to the 

town of Ghuwi-Kcghiikwa, where the Sultan alighted with his 

troops. 

After these things, the merchants travelling in company, people 
of the. town of Biirnii, came up with us, accompanied by people of 
the town or country of Huluii, or Hulim, of the town of Fcwfd, and 
of Ghazbi, and arriving from the direction of the country of Fezzan; 
and a meeting took place between them and the Sultan, Idris the 
Pilgrim, in the above-named town. lie became possessed there, 
through them, of many horses, as many as God most High had 
decreed concerning him on his tablet of destiny, lie passed the 
night of Saturday in (hat town of Ghuwi-Kcghiikwa, and the fol- 
lowing morning we did not proceed on our journey by reason of the 
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Sultan's being occupied with the affairs of the horses. We per- 
formed the noon prayer of the Sunday there, after which he started 
with his people, having finished this new business, and took a wes- 
terly road, travelling at a quick rate. When we reached the town 
known by the name of Kikiw, towards the end of the afternoon, 
there fell very much rain, and the Sultan alighted at that station 
with his troops who were with him. Un that night no one of our 
people was able to eat his (ill of cooked provisions, by reason of the 
very heavy rain, unless it were 6ome who had an extraordinary 
power of providing necessaries; nor did the rain cease the whole 
night, except a very little while. 

When the morning of Monday came (for which praise and glory 
bo to Ood!), the Sultan mounted and travelled quickly, halting at 
the town of (Jhiskiru, where he passed the night, setting out again 
on the Tuesday, and halting at the town of Zemteiu, from whence 
many of our people dispersed and went to their several countries, 
excepting those who were bound to the Sultan, such as servitors 
and others. From thence the Sultan set out on the Thursday, 
passed the great river by the will of bis Lord (whose name he 
blessed and hallowed!) and alighted at the town of Chamhcrii, 
which is near to the river, where he passed the night of the 
Thursday. 

On the morning of the Friday, the Sultan performed his congre- 
gational devotions in the mosque of Ohambcru. lie afterwards 
performed likewise the afternoon prayer, and then mounted with 
the forces remaining by him, taking the direction of the great city 
lJurni, which they entered towards evening on the Friday, and 
where he remained only a few days, something like ten, or more, or 
less. Cod most High knows the real stale of the case. Then we 
heard certain and well-authenticated intelligence to the effect that 
the tribe of Keniiniyya, of the people of the country of Kanin, had 
advanced in greatnum bers, accompanied by llanuo the Pilgrim, lord 
of the town of Itiiruh, towards the country of Buruii, in the design 
of offering excuses to the Sultan Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All 
(whom Ood exalt in this world and that to come!), for the evil acts 
which they bad formerly done, to entreat his compassion, and 
fearing for the future a repetition of what had already befallen 
them, trembling at what they were suffering from as it was. So 
certain and authentic news arrived before they made their appear- 
ance in the town of Itnrni, even while they were at a distance; nor 
did they cease; to prosecute their journey through our country of 
DiiriiO until they halted near the river, to the northwards of Ohain- 

1 2 



116 HISTORY OF EVENTS DURING EXPEDITIONS 

bcrfl. From llionco tlioy despatched n messenger to our Sultan, 
and requested permission to pass the river and to come to Burni 
and to appear in his presence. JVriiiisBiou having been granted 
them fully, they passed (he river, came to Burni, entered therein, 
and esmie before the presence of the .Sultan, accompanied by llanno 
the I'ilgrim above-mentioned. So they appeared before him, and 
presented their excuses, humbling and abasing themselves; they 
admitted the iniquity of every thing they had done, such aa 
thieving, rebelling, unjust, dealing, and brigandage, demanding a 
general amnesty and full pardon, with a cessation from hostilities 
against (hem in future. They then retired from the presence, and 
Rented themselves in the Sultan's court-yard, near to the apartment 
of the Vezir Tdiis, son of Ilsiriin, to whom also they offered their 
excuses, demanding safety for their lives and property. They 
swore also upon Mod's book that they would never more oppose the 
Sultan. After that, they departed to their own country, having 
undertaken and engaged to offer as a mark of respect about a 
thousand cows, or more, God knows best. 

But a short time elapsed again when the great news was 
received of the discomfiture of the Sultan 'Abdu-'I-Jelil, son of 
'Abdu-'I-Jelil, and his forces, when they met the Sultan Muhammed, 
boh of 'Abdu-'llah, in the northern parts of Kanim, on a Wednesday 
in the month of God Most High, Jemadi the latter; bo that God 
Most High assisted the Sultan Muhammed, son of 'Abdu-'llah, with 
abundant succour, unto the cutting off the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-.Telil 
with the princes of his party, after they had subjected the Sultan 
Muhammed to unworthy treatment with his party, whom they had 
abased and treated as cowards, not knowing that victory comes 
from Gail Most High, not from the multitude of a party, nor from 
Rlrcngth. Unto God Most High be ascribcel the most worthy praise 
and the most abundant thanksgivings I 

A circumstance connected with the history of our Sultan, Tdrts 
the Pilgrim, son of 'All (whom may God Most High assist with a 
mighty- assistance!), is that he conducted hostilities against the 
Sultan 'Abdu-'I-Jelil in the town of Kiyayeka, and that the Sultan 
'Abdu-'l-.lelil (led, with his followers who were with him, to distant 
wildernesses, in order that our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, should not 
fall upon (hem. On (he oilier hand one of the qualities charac- 
teristic of the Sultan 'Abdu-'I-Jelil and his party who followed after 
him and helped him in his rebellion and wicked dealings, consisted 
in their resembling in the commencement of their doings the roe- 
bucks breaking into fields of corn and eating up the young plan Is, 
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whcreaB, if they see anything in the shape of a human being, limy 
immediately take to flight into their hiding placet). This mailer, as 
thus related, is the very emblem of the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil and his 
party before war broke out and the battle took place with Ilium at 
the town of Keyiiyeka. litit in the latter part of their transactions 
they rather resembled the wild cows which pasture in the utmost 
parts of the wilderness, and are seen by no man in his journeyings 
unless he go into the distant wilderness for something of which he 
is in waul, or for the purpose of hunting. 

So when the circumstances of 'Abdu-'l-Jelil and his party 
assumed the aspect above described, our Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, 
son of 'All, in his wisdom and sagacity conceived a line of action, 
and discovered an admirable stratagem, such as had never entered 
into the heart of man, or could ever be imagined to have entered- 
And in litis manner when he had exercised his thoughts on the 
subject, he sent for several tribes of Arabs, with their chiefs, such 
as 'All, son of Yerdhfi, with his followers, and others besides. 
lie then addressed them in an eloquent speech, and spoke to them 
in an oration full of sweetness and feeling, ordering them to attach 
themselves to the Sultan Muhamined, son of 'Ahdu-'llah, and com- 
manding them to assist him in his wars against the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelil, with an open public assistance, never tiring or neglecting so 
to do. So they complied with these orders, and obeyed Ilium. 
And they were unto him as wings, and accompanied him until God 
Most High gave him the victory over his uncle the Sultan 'Abdu-'l- 
Jelil, out of His mercy, and favour, and loving kindness, and long 
Buffering, for He is the Lord of Grace, the Great (Jod. 

We pass on now to relate what occurred in the seventh 
journey to the land of Kauim by the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, sou 
of 'All (may God Most High grant him honour in this life and in 
the life to come !). 

At what time the great king, the just, the pious, the pacifier of 
the land of Islam, the guardian of (he rights of every Muslim, 
Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali (may God assist him with a powerful 
assistance!), determined upon the journey to the country of Kaniiu 
in his seventh expedition, after the destruction of the rebels, lie 
commanded his followers, his chiefs, his leaders, his guards, and 
others of his forces, to provide themselves without delay or negli- 
gence, with the necessaries for an expedition. And as soon as 
these preparatives were completed, the Sultan, Idris the I'ilgrim, 
son of 'Ali, set out on his journey in God's month of Shewwfd from 
the town of Ghamberii, and halted at the town of Zeuitem; from 
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llicncc lie proceeded to (lie town of Ghalii, from tlicnce to Miluli, 
then to Lcdii, tlicn to Hurkuinwa, t-Iicn to Gliawfdih, then to (lie 
town of Mulli, then to Bciih, then to Ghaycwa, then to MclliQ, 
then to Dighiuisil, then to Jughulghuluh, near to Diyelercm, then 
to the town of Rfiruh, then to Kcswada. 

Here the Sultan hailed three or four days, after Bending 
Mol^hiilma-Dcltn, lord of Mini, to the .Sultan Muhanimed, son ol 
'Abdu-'llnh, inviting him to conic to meet him at Sulfi, or the tribe 
of Kcniiniyyu, with his followers of the tribe of liulfda. And after 
the <le|iarture of DeltO, an above mentioned, from Keswcdsi on a 
Saturdaj', our Sultan marched from thence on the Tuesday, journey- 
ing' towards the east, and halted at the town of Sika-Dancnma, to 
wait for the Sultan Muhanimed, son of 'Abdu-'llfih. So the Sultan 
Muhanimed, Ron of 'Abdu-'llfih, came with his forces, preceded by 
our envoy, Melgliabna-DclLii, as above mentioned, on the Friday 
night, and they alighted in the courtyard of our Sultan, Idrls the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All. Upon this our Sultan commanded his troops 
to be drawn up in complete array in the court-yard, and then our 
Sultan, ldrls the Pilgrim, seated himself with the Sultan Muhanimed, 
eon of 'Abdu-'lhlh, in one apartment, where much conversation 
passed between them, and they fixed upon a. frontier between the 
two countries of Kiiuim and Burn u. According to this, the whole 
of Kefcsta, with its regions, fell to the lot of ltuniR ; also the 
whole of the countries of Siruh, with their regions, became the 
jiortion of our land of Burnii. This was proclaimed and published 
to the people, being heard by our chiefs, as by their chiefs, who 
were present in the courtyard, so that no doubt remained, nor any 
ground for dispute. So also the town of Bcbaliya becamo the 
property of Burnii, even as Kufusta and Siruh, as above mentioned. 
And our Sultan gave unto them the remainder of the land of 
Kiinini, out of his friendship for the Sultan Muhanimed, son of 'Abdu- 
'llfdi ; but had it not been for this consideration, he would never 
have given them an inch of the land. of Kanim. We relate this, 
because, when our Sultan, ldrls the Pilgrim, son of 'All, journeyed 
to the land of Kanim in his first expedition, in which he halted at 
(he town of Maw, he routed the Sultan 'Abdu-'l-Jelil in three 
places of the land of Kanim ; first at the town of Kirslla, secondly 
at the town of Tuslni, or (ihaniiia, and thirdly at the town of 
Aghafi, where he remained many days waiting for a meeting with 
him whom he loved. Then many of the troops of the Sultan 'Abdu- 
'l-Jelil came and joined him ; and all who thus came, chiefs or 
leaders, he caused to attach themselves to the Sultan Muhaniiucd, 
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boh of 'Abdu-'Uiih, after making them swear on the holy Kur'an to 
hour and obey, to assist and succour liini. 

So thus lie gave liis word of truth regarding his love for the 
Sultan Muhamined, and regarding his gift to hint of the remainder 
of the country. Had it not been so, he would not have abandoned 
a single one of the towns to anyone else. And all those whom he 
caused to swear of the tribe of Duliila in the town of Aghali, 
beard our Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim, speak this word which we have 
here mentioned, as well as all those who came to him of the chiefs 
and leaders of the tribe of Uulslla, and so it happened until he 
returned to the land of JJurnu after the determination of the frontier 
between Kauim and Lhiruu. 

We proceed now to notice the covenant, the agreement, and 
the stipulation which was entered into between us and the tribe of 
Uuliila in the town of Sikih. When the conference took place 
between our Sultan and the Sultan Muhamined, son of 'Abdu-'llah, 
in the court of the Sultan, in the town of Sikih, and every one of 
the Bulnla began to proffer excuses and exculpatory protestations, 
swearing by the Almighty God that they would never oppose our 
Sultan Idris to the end of lime, then our Sultan commanded thein 
never to offer opposition to their Sultan Muhamined and his son to 
the end of time. They then swore to perform this command, as 
they had before sworn respecting our Sultan. And after all these 
things, the Sultan Muhamined, son of Abdu-'llah, returned with his 
followers who had come with him on a moonlight night, being the 
night of Friday, after having thus obtained an indubitable security, 
and great joy succeeding to their violent grief and lamentation. 

According to what we have heard related by various reporters 
of anecdotes, the people of the Uulala, when they came to our 
Sultan at his halting-place in the town of Sikih, applied themselves 
to prayers for preservation, recitations, and incantations, out of fear 
for their lives, until they had all alighted from their horses, except 
their Sultan Muhamined, son of 'Abdu-'llah, alone; into him fear 
did not enter, for he knew the sincerity of the friendship of our 
Sultan towards him. So when they had sworn the oath, and full 
pardon had been granted to them by our Sultan, they rejoiced and 
were glad, giving praise to God Most High for the safety of their 
lives from harm; also, when the}' mounted their horses in order to 
return, they offered manifold thanksgivings to the Lord, after 
which they set out with their Sultan to return to the place from 
whence they had come. 

When the Friday morning was come, Siruma, son of Dimuh, 
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'wil.li the rent of t.lio chiefs nml leaders of (.lie Bulftla, who had not 
come before, presented themselves before our Sultiui on the Satur- 
day, offering excuses and begging pardon, in the same way that 
(heir companions, who had gone back, did the day before. Upon 
this the Sultan gave orders to his Vczir IdriH, son of UaiTm, to cause 
them to make oath on the Holy Hook of God; and they accordingly 
did ho make oath, without exception of any one of them. 

On the name day of Saturday, the Sultan gave orders to his 
troops that when God, the All-bountiful Lord, should vouchsafe 
unto us the morning on the morrow, every one of the chiefs and 
leaders should be drawn up with his followers, the men wearing 
quilted cotton or felt armour, or bearing bucklers, each fully 
accoutred and stationed alone, so as to be presented before him one 
by one, and that he might sec and inspect them without con- 
founding them together. So when the morning was come, the 
whole camp put on their arms and accoutrements in the best style, 
and were drawn up one by one in great numbers, without one of 
them being joined to another, so that the Sultan might inspect 
them publicly on the Sunday. On that day the Sultan, Idrls 
the l'ilgrhn, did not inspect the bucklermen of the infantry of 
Kuyain, but he inspected them the day following, being Monday. 
So the whole of our people, with the chiefs and leaders, rejoiced 
exceedingly at what they had obtained in extending the boundary 
of our land of Hurnti, and at the termination of our journeying 
towards the cast. 

When the morning of Tuesday was come, the Sultan, the Com- 
mander of the Faithful, commanded the dnun to be beat, and it was 
beat. Then the people made themselves ready, saddling their 
horses and binding on their loads to the beasts of burden. After 
which, the Sultan and all the people mounted and travelled a long 
distance until they alighted at the town of UQruli. On the AVcd- 
nesday we departed thence, halting near to Dilirem, leaving it also 
on the Thursday and camping near to Beliij. We left this place on 
the Friday, and halted near to the town of Ghaycwfi, starting from 
thence on the Saturday and camping at llerl. In this place the 
Sultan gave orders to the whole of his army that no one should 
separate himself from the camp until they reached the town of 
Ruwfiya. So we journeyed again and alighted at the town of 
Multi; from whence we reached ])idi, from Midi to Miluh, and 
from thence to lluwiiyii, where we canned. 

In the morning the whole army mounted their horses, after 
putting on their arms and accoutrements, for themselves and their 
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horses, armour, mail, shields, and their best and most handsome 
clothing. And when we had travelled a little distance towards the 
west, we were met by ambassadors from the king-, the lord of the 
country of Dembuluh, who had sent them to our Sultan, accom- 
panied by the learned Yusuf the Pilgrim, known as their Bab 
(Gate or Guide to the truth). They were drawn up in a line, standing, 
according - to the requirements of respect for their different ranks, 
and near to the town of Uerselema, and with them our companions 
Plrukina-Fatar, boh of Uhambu, and others, merchants, in large 
numbers. Then the people who were accompanying the Sultan, 
Idiis the Pilgrim, drew up in a line towards the east, while the 
others remained drawn up in a line towards the west, as far off as 
a spurred horse will gallop. Our people then moved their horses 
towards the other party, who also moved theirs towards us, and we 
remained in this position a long while until the men on fool were 
tired out with standing. 

After this the Sultan, Idris the Pilgrim, journeyed towards the 
west, and passed the town of llcrsclma, then he reached the town 
of (Jhatu, and afterwards the (lowing river which is in the vicinity 
of the town of Uluuti burn, where he alighted with his forces on a 
Friday. Then our people rejoiced and congratulated one another, 
and danced and made merry exceedingly, so that it is impossible for 
us to describe their joy in detail. men of understanding among 
our brethren and companions! Have you ever seen a king equal to 
our Sultan, or approaching to it, when the sovereign of Dcbulch 
sent his ambassador to him from his city with soft words indicative 
of real friendship, desirable amity, and praiseworthy intercourse I 
Away, away! every Sultan falls short of these Princes; for they 
arc of the Kureysh, of the posterity of lliinir, their forefather is 
one and the same with the forefather of our Prince, our Prophet, 
and our Lord, Muhainmcd (upon whom may Cod look favourably I), 
and their stock unites witli his in Luy, son of Uhalib, as is most 
distinctly known and ascertained. 

Among the wonderful and curious accounts which we have 
heard related by our great teachers, whose discourses are more 
pleasant than draughts of fresh water, is one saying that in the 
possession of the family of the sons of Seyf, there was a something 
encased in wrappers and kept covered up, in which lay the secret of 
their success in war, and which was named Muni. No one had ever 
uncovered it of the kings of the family of Seyf, son of Dhi-Ye/.n, and 
it remained constantly in their possession uno|>cucd, until the days 
of the Sultan Dunina, son of Debela. The Sultan Dfinma determined,' 
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however, upon breaking into it and uncovering it; though his 
people who were about him cautioned him, saying " Do not this 
thing, for in the matter lies the cause of the success of your 
predecessors, whom no one was able to withstand from among the 
unbelievers or others, so long as this matter has remained in their 
possession encased in wrappers and covered up, until these days 
when God has caused yon to succeed to the kingdom out of his 
favour and loving kindness to the true believers." He refused, 
however, to abide by their advice j so much so, that he broke open 
the ancient relic. Ami it is said that when he had opened it, the 
thing which was contained therein (lew away, crying out an invita- 
tion to every possessor «r power among men, who might have any 
desire or ambition to acquire the kingdom and majesty. Thereupon 
took place iu the days o[ the Sultan Dunma, son of Dobola, those 
wars which occurred between him and the tribe of Tub, bo that 
wars and dissensions lasted between them for seven years, seven 
months, and seven days. Tlius have we heard from people of 
information, but God is lie who knows best. 

After that, disputes and quarrels broke out in the time of the 
Sultan Dawiid, son of Nikidih, with the people of Pitiri, as we have 
already mentioned in the former part of our work on the affairs of 
the country of Kilnim. Had it not been for the opening of that 
thing, known by the name of Muni, which took place in the lime 
of the Sultan Dunma, son of Debelil, no one from among tho 
unbelievers would ever have opposed the family of the sons 
of Seyf. This, however, took place by the effect of God's provi- 
dence, decreed beforehand, and inscribed on the preserved tablet of 
destiny. 

The semblance of this thing which was in the possession of the 
family of Seyf, son of Dhi-Yezn, until the time of "the Sultan Dunma, 
son of Debelil, and which was named MunT, and which flow away 
u|k>ii tho breaking and opening thereof, and disappeared from the 
sight of the people who were looking, on, was like unto that which 
God (be His name exalted!) sent from above unto the children of 
Israel as an ark in which was the secret of their victories in the 
time of the King Saul, as he (be His name exalted!) has recorded 
in his holy book. We have also read in the " Book of Individuals," 
written by the son of Fiiris, that on every occasion where the word 
"Sekinet" occurs in the Km- Tin, it has the signification of "rest" 
and "tranquillity," excepting where it is found in the passage 
relating to Saul ; there it stands in the sense of "a certain thing like 
the head of a cat, possessed of two ninge. Wo havo also read in the 
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Kamiis of the learned doctor, the, lust of the collectors of holy 
legends and the seal of lexicographers, Mejdu-'d-Din, of Firuz-abiid 
(may God fill him with Jim mercy I), wherein he says, after giving 
another explanation, "It is a thing which had like the head of a 
cat of emeralds and rubies, with two wings." 

Know all ye of the faith who possess the qualities of justice and 
equity, that the family of the children of Seyf, son of Dlu-Yczn, has 
been free from polytheism and idolatry from their remote ancestors 
till the present time. They act not, excepting on what is found 
written in the Kur'iin, or is consonant with the acts or sayings 
of the Prophet, or with the canons of the doctors of the law. No 
one has ever doubted as to the propriety of their acts, unless he bo 
at heart a sceptic iu religion, or envious, or ignorant, not able to 
distinguish between truth and error. The nobility of the " Children 
of Seyf" is noted and celebrated iu every place and in every age. 

" They are of the Hist class ; if they prido themselves thereon, 
God has said : Preeminence 

" Is rebellious sin in man ; bo your latter end a free pardon." 

May God bless their generation and their posterity, with a great 
blessing, until the day of the resurrection. God is the hearer of 
prayer, and the fuKiller of requests ; lie is our trust, and a present 
help in trouble ; neither is there any power or ability except by 
God Most High and most great. May God be favourable unto our 
Prince Muhanuned, unto his family, his companions, his wives, his 
posterity, and give peace unto them ! 

It was permitted to rest from the labour of this sacred transcrip- 
tion at noon on Friday, the fourth from the end of Sha'bun, 120'J. 1 



2nd June, 1853. 



